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(A) As used in this section:

 

(1) "Police dog or horse" means a dog or horse that has been trained, and may be used, to assist law

enforcement officers in the performance of their official duties.

 

(2) "Law enforcement agency" means an organization or unit made up of law enforcement officers as

defined in section 2901.01 of the Revised Code.

 

(B) Upon the disbanding of the canine or equine unit of a law enforcement agency, the agency shall

give the law enforcement officer to whom a police dog or horse is assigned the first chance to

purchase the animal, for one dollar. An officer who purchases an animal under this section shall

assume all responsibility for the animal thereafter.

 

(C) If a police dog or horse is injured in the line of duty, becomes disabled and is unfit for duty, or

grows too old to be fit for duty, the law enforcement officer to whom the animal is assigned may

purchase the animal, for one dollar. If an officer chooses not to purchase an animal as authorized by

this division or division (B) of this section, the disposition of the animal shall be as otherwise

provided by law.

 

(D) A law enforcement officer who leaves an equine or canine unit of a law enforcement agency

while the police dog or horse assigned to the officer is still fit for duty forfeits the right to purchase

the animal under this section.
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