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(A)(1) If the secretary of state believes that a violation of this chapter has occurred, the secretary of

state may investigate such violations.

 

(2) The secretary of state may investigate possible violations of this chapter upon a signed complaint

from any person.

 

(B) The secretary of state may hold a disciplinary hearing if the secretary of state determines a

hearing to be appropriate after an investigation conducted under division (A) of this section.

 

(C) After holding an administrative hearing and concluding that a violation of this chapter has

occurred, the secretary of state may do any of the following:

 

(1) Revoke the notary public's commission;

 

(2) Suspend the notary public's commission for a specified period of time or until fulfillment of a

condition, such as retraining, or both.

 

(3) Issue a letter of admonition that shall be placed in the notary public's record.

 

(D) A person whose notary commission has been revoked may not apply for a subsequent notary

commission.

 

(E) The secretary of state may adopt rules under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code to set forth

procedures for investigations and hearings regarding violations of this chapter and disciplinary

actions taken.

 

(F) The secretary of state may establish an advisory board to meet as the secretary of state considers

necessary to discuss matters related to notary law and procedures.
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