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(A) There is hereby created the reclamation forfeiture fund advisory board consisting of the director

of natural resources, the director of insurance, and seven members appointed by the governor with

the advice and consent of the senate. Of the governor's appointments, one shall be a certified public

accountant, one shall be a registered professional engineer with experience in reclamation of mined

land, two shall represent agriculture, agronomy, or forestry, one shall be a representative of operators

of coal mining operations that have valid permits issued under this chapter and that have provided

performance security under division (C)(1) of section 1513.08 of the Revised Code, one shall be a

representative of operators of coal mining operations that have valid permits issued under this

chapter and that have provided performance security under division (C)(2) of section 1513.08 of the

Revised Code, and one shall be a representative of the public.

 

Of the original members appointed by the governor, two shall serve an initial term of two years,

three an initial term of three years, and two an initial term of four years. Thereafter, terms of

appointed members shall be for four years, with each term ending on the same date as the original

date of appointment. An appointed member shall hold office from the date of appointment until the

end of the term for which the member was appointed. Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner

as original appointments. A member appointed to fill a vacancy occurring prior to the expiration of

the term for which the member's predecessor was appointed shall hold office for the remainder of

that term. A member shall continue in office subsequent to the expiration date of the member's term

until the member's successor takes office or until a period of sixty days has elapsed, whichever

occurs first. The governor may remove an appointed member of the board for misfeasance,

nonfeasance, or malfeasance.

 

The directors of natural resources and insurance shall not receive compensation for serving on the

board, but shall be reimbursed for the actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of

their duties as members of the board. The members appointed by the governor shall receive per diem

compensation fixed pursuant to division (J) of section 124.15 of the Revised Code and

reimbursement for the actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.
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(B) The board annually shall elect from among its members a chairperson, a vice-chairperson, and a

secretary to record the board's meetings.

 

(C) The board shall hold meetings as often as necessary as the chairperson or a majority of the

members determines.

 

(D) The board shall establish procedures for conducting meetings and for the election of its

chairperson, vice-chairperson, and secretary.

 

(E) The board shall do all of the following:

 

(1) Review the deposits into and expenditures from the reclamation forfeiture fund created in section

1513.18 of the Revised Code;

 

(2) Retain periodically a qualified actuary to perform an actuarial study of the reclamation forfeiture

fund;

 

(3) Based on an actuarial study and as determined necessary by the board, adopt rules in accordance

with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code to adjust the rate of the tax levied under division (A)(8) of

section 5749.02 of the Revised Code and the balance of the reclamation forfeiture fund that pertains

to that rate;

 

(4) Evaluate any rules, procedures, and methods for estimating the cost of reclamation for purposes

of determining the amount of performance security that is required under section 1513.08 of the

Revised Code; the collection of forfeited performance security; payments to the reclamation

forfeiture fund; reclamation of sites for which operators have forfeited the performance security; and

the compliance of operators with their reclamation plans;

 

(5) Provide a forum for discussion of issues related to the reclamation forfeiture fund and the

performance security that is required under section 1513.08 of the Revised Code;

 

(6) Submit a report biennially to the governor that describes the financial status of the reclamation
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forfeiture fund and the adequacy of the amount of money in the fund to accomplish the purposes of

the fund and that may discuss any matter related to the performance security that is required under

section 1513.08 of the Revised Code;

 

(7) Make recommendations to the governor, if necessary, of alternative methods of providing money

for or using money in the reclamation forfeiture fund and issues related to the reclamation of land or

water resources that have been adversely affected by past coal mining for which the performance

security was forfeited;

 

(8) Adopt rules in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code that are necessary to administer

this section.
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