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Ohio Revised Code 
Section 3781.11 Rules of board of building standards - public nuisance. 
Effective: October 3, 2023
Legislation: House Bill 33
 
 

(A) The rules of the board of building standards shall:

 

(1) For nonresidential buildings, provide uniform minimum standards and requirements, and for

residential buildings, provide standards and requirements that are uniform throughout the state, for

construction and construction materials, including construction of industrialized units, to make

residential and nonresidential buildings safe and sanitary as defined in section 3781.06 of the

Revised Code;

 

(2) Formulate such standards and requirements, so far as may be practicable, in terms of performance

objectives, so as to make adequate performance for the use intended the test of acceptability;

 

(3) Permit, to the fullest extent feasible, the use of materials and technical methods, devices, and

improvements, including the use of industrialized units which tend to reduce the cost of construction

and erection without affecting minimum requirements for the health, safety, and security of the

occupants or users of buildings or industrialized units and without preferential treatment of types or

classes of materials or products or methods of construction;

 

(4) Encourage, so far as may be practicable, the standardization of construction practices, methods,

equipment, material, and techniques, including methods employed to produce industrialized units;

 

(5) Not require any alteration or repair of any part of a school building owned by a chartered

nonpublic school or a city, local, exempted village, or joint vocational school district and operated in

conjunction with any primary or secondary school program that is not being altered or repaired if all

of the following apply:

 

(a) The school building meets all of the applicable building code requirements in existence at the

time of the construction of the building.
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(b) The school building otherwise satisfies the requirements of section 3781.06 of the Revised Code.

 

(c) The part of the school building altered or repaired conforms to all rules of the board existing on

the date of the repair or alteration.

 

(6) Not require any alteration or repair to any part of a workshop or factory that is not otherwise

being altered, repaired, or added to if all of the following apply:

 

(a) The workshop or factory otherwise satisfies the requirements of section 3781.06 of the Revised

Code.

 

(b) The part of the workshop or factory altered, repaired, or added conforms to all rules of the board

existing on the date of plan approval of the repair, alteration, or addition.

 

(B) The rules of the board shall supersede and govern any order, standard, or rule of the division of

industrial compliance in the department of commerce, division of the state fire marshal, the

department of health, and of counties and townships, in all cases where such orders, standards, or

rules are in conflict with the rules of the board, except that rules adopted and orders issued by the

state fire marshal pursuant to Chapter 3743. of the Revised Code prevail in the event of a conflict.

 

(C) The construction, alteration, erection, and repair of buildings including industrialized units, and

the materials and devices of any kind used in connection with them and the heating and ventilating of

them and the plumbing and electric wiring in them shall conform to the statutes of this state or the

rules adopted and promulgated by the board, and to provisions of local ordinances not inconsistent

therewith. Any building, structure, or part thereof, constructed, erected, altered, manufactured, or

repaired not in accordance with the statutes of this state or with the rules of the board, and any

building, structure, or part thereof in which there is installed, altered, or repaired any fixture, device,

and material, or plumbing, heating, or ventilating system, or electric wiring not in accordance with

such statutes or rules is a public nuisance.

 

(D) As used in this section:

 

(1) "Nonpublic school" means a chartered school for which minimum standards are prescribed by the
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director of education and workforce pursuant to division (D) of section 3301.07 of the Revised Code.

 

 

(2) "Workshop or factory" includes manufacturing, mechanical, electrical, mercantile, art, and

laundering establishments, printing, and telephone offices, railroad depots, and memorial buildings,

but does not include hotels and tenement and apartment houses.
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