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Ohio Revised Code 
Section 4905.21 Application to commission to abandon, withdraw or close. 
Effective: September 13, 2010
Legislation: Senate Bill 162 - 128th General Assembly
 
 

Any railroad or any political subdivision  desiring to abandon, close, or have abandoned, withdrawn,

or  closed for traffic or service all or any part of a main track or  depot, and any public utility or

political subdivision desiring to  abandon or close, or have abandoned, withdrawn, or closed for

traffic or service all or any part of any line, pumping station,  generating plant, power station, sewage

treatment plant, or  service station, referred to in section 4905.20 of the Revised  Code, shall make

application to the public utilities commission in  writing. The commission shall thereupon cause

reasonable notice of  the application to be given, stating the time and place fixed by  the commission

for the hearing of the application.

 

Upon the hearing of the application, the commission shall  ascertain the facts and make its findings

thereon, and if such  facts satisfy the commission that the proposed abandonment,  withdrawal, or

closing for traffic or service is reasonable,  having due regard for the welfare of the public and the

cost of  operating the service or facility, it may allow such abandonment,  withdrawal, or closing;

otherwise it shall be denied, or if the  facts warrant, the application may be granted in a modified

form.  If the application asks for the abandonment or withdrawal of any  main track, main pipe line,

gas line, electric light line, water  line, sewer line, steam pipe line, pumping station, generating

plant, power station, sewage treatment plant, service station, or  the service rendered thereby, in such

manner as can result in the  permanent abandonment of service between any two points on such

railroad, or of service and facilities of any such public utility,  no application shall be granted unless

the railroad or public  utility has operated the track, pipe line, gas line, electric  light line, water line,

sewer line, steam pipe line, pumping  station, generating plant, power station, sewage treatment

plant,  or service station for at least five years. The notice shall be  given by publication in a

newspaper of general circulation  throughout any county or municipal corporation that has granted a

franchise to the railroad or public utility, under which the  track, pipe line, gas line, electric light line,

water line, sewer  line, steam pipe line, pumping station, generating plant, power  station, sewage

treatment plant, or service station is operated or  in which the same is located, once a week for two

consecutive  weeks before the hearing of the application. Notice of the hearing  shall be given such

county, municipal corporation, or public  utility in the manner provided for the service of orders of
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the  commission in section 4903.15 of the Revised Code. This section  and section 4905.20 of the

Revised Code do not apply to a gas  company when it is removing or exchanging abandoned field

lines.

 

This section applies to all service now rendered and  facilities furnished or hereafter built and

operated, and an order  of the commission authorizing the abandonment or withdrawal of any  such

service or facility shall not affect rights and obligations  of a railroad or public utility beyond the

scope of the order,  anything in its franchise to the contrary notwithstanding.
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