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Effective: June 30, 2025

(A) Throughout the state, it shall be unlawful for any person to hunt, kill, wound, take, or attempt to
take or to possess any of the birds specified in this rule except as provided in thisrule or other rules
in the Administrative Code. For the purpose of this rule, the state will be divided into the north zone,

south zone, and lake Erie marsh zone for the hunting of ducks, brant, mergansers, coots, and geese.

The lake Erie marsh zone consists of all land and water within the boundaries of the area bordered by
aline starting at the intersection of interstate 75 at the Ohio-Michigan state line and continuing south
to interstate 280, then south on 1-280 to the Ohio turnpike (1-80/1-90), then east on the Ohio Turnpike
to the Erie-Lorain county line, then north to lake Erie. The zone boundary follows the lake Erie
shoreline at a distance of two hundred yards offshore. The zone boundary follows the shoreline west
toward and around the northern tip of Cedar Point amusement park, then continues from the
westernmost point of Cedar Point toward the southernmost tip of the sand bar at the mouth of
Sandusky bay and out into lake Erie at a distance of two hundred yards offshore continuing parallel
to the lake Erie shoreline north and west toward the northernmost tip of Cedar Point national wildlife
refuge, then follows a direct line toward the southernmost tip of Wood Tick peninsulain Michigan to
apoint that intersects the Ohio-Michigan state line, then follows the state line back to the point of the
beginning.

The north zone will be that portion of the state, except the lake Erie marsh zone, north of aline
extending east from the Indiana state line along U. S. highway 33 to state route 127, south along SR
127 to SR 703, south along SR 703, including all lands within the Mercer wildlife area, to SR 219,
east along SR 219 to SR 364, north along SR 364, including all lands within the St. Mary's fish
hatchery, to SR 703, east along SR 703 to SR 66, north along SR 66 to U. S. 33, east along U. S. 33
to SR 385, east along SR 385 to SR 117, south along SR 117 to SR 273, east along SR 273 to SR 31,
south along SR 31 to SR 739, east along SR 739 to SR 4, north along SR 4 to SR 95, east along SR
95 to SR 13, southeast along SR 13 to SR 3, northeast adlong SR 3 to SR 60, north along SR 60 to
U.S. 30, east along U.S. 30 to SR 3, south along SR 3 to SR 226, south along SR 226 to SR 514,
southwest along SR 514 to SR 754, south along SR 754 to SR 39/60, east along SR 39/60 U.S. to SR
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241, north along SR 241 to U.S. 30, east along U.S. 30 to SR 39, east along SR 39 to the
Pennsylvania state line.

The south zone will be all portions of the state not included in the lake Erie marsh zone or the north

Zone.

(2) 1t shall be unlawful for any person to hunt ducks, brant, geese, coots, and mergansers at any time

except from one half hour before sunrise to sunset during the open season.

(2) Coots, mergansers and ducks may be hunted in the lake Erie marsh zone from October 18, 2025,
through November 2, 2025, and from November 15, 2025, through December 28, 2025; coots,
mergansers and ducks may be hunted in the north zone from October 18, 2025, through October 26,
2025, and from November 15, 2025, through January 4, 2026; coots, mergansers and ducks may be
hunted in the south zone from October 18, 2025, through October 27, 2025, and from December 13,
2025, through January 31, 2026.

(3) Brant and geese may be hunted in the north zone from October 18, 2025, through October 26,
2025, and from November 15, 2025, through February 9, 2026. Brant and geese may be hunted in
the south zone from October 18, 2025, through October 27, 2025, and from November 16, 2025,
through February 9, 2026. Brant and geese may be hunted in the lake Erie marsh zone from October
18, 2025, through November 2, 2025, and from November 15, 2025, through February 2, 2026.

(4) Licensed falconers may hunt ducks, geese, mergansers and coots within the lake Erie marsh,
north or south zones when the respective zone is open to goose hunting.

(B) It shall be unlawful for any person to take or possess more than six ducks per day or possess at
any time after the second day more than eighteen ducks, except as hereinafter expressly provided.

(1) Thedaily bag limit of six ducks shall not include more of the following species than:

(& Four mallard ducks of which no more than two may be female;

(b) Three wood ducks;
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(c) Two black duck;

(d) Two redhead ducks;

(e) Three pintail ducks;

(f) One mottled duck;

(9) One scaup during the first fifteen days of the open season for ducksin each zone as designated in

paragraph (A) of this rule or two scaup during the last forty-five days of the open season for ducksin

each zone as designated in paragraph (A) of thisrule;

(h) Two canvasback.

(2) The possession limit of eighteen ducks after the second day shall not include more of the

following species than:

(a) Twelve mallard ducks of which no more than six may be female;

(b) Nine wood ducks;

(c) Six black ducks;

(d) Six redhead ducks;

(e) Six pintail ducks;

(f) Three mottled ducks,

(9) Three scaup during the first fifteen days of the open season for ducks in each zone as designated

in paragraph (A) of thisrule or six scaup during the last forty-five days of the open season for ducks
in each zone as designated in paragraph (A) of thisrule;
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(h) Six canvasbacks.

(C) It shall be unlawful for any person in any one day to take more than any of the following: fivein
the aggregate of Canada geese, cackling geese, brant, or white-fronted geese of which no more than

one may be a brant; or ten snow, blue, or Ross' geese singly or in the aggregate.

(D) It shall be unlawful for any person after the second day to possess more than any of the
following: fifteen Canada geese cackling geese, and white-fronted geese combined; three brant; or
thirty snow, blue, or Ross geese singly or in the aggregate.

(E) In addition to the daily bag and maximum possession limit on other ducks, it shall be unlawful
for any person to take more than five mergansers in any one day of which no more than two may be
a hooded merganser, or possess after the second day more than fifteen mergansers singly or in the
aggregate, except that not more than six hooded mergansers may be included in the maximum
possession limit.

(F) 1t shall be unlawful for any person to take more than fifteen coots in any one day or possess after
the opening day more than forty-five coots at any time.

(G) It shall be unlawful for any person to possess more than the daily limit of migratory game birds,
or the aggregate daily bag limit, whichever applies, at or between the place where taken and one's
principal or ordinary home or dwelling place, one's temporary or transient place of lodging, a

migratory bird preservation facility, or a post office or common carrier facility.

(H) Itislawful for persons seventeen years of age or younger to hunt, take, and possess ducks,
mergansers, geese and coots on October 4 and 5, 2025, statewide in accordance with thisrule. This
season is designated as the youth waterfowl season. All persons seventeen years of age and younger
must be accompanied by a non-hunting person eighteen years of age or older. Provided further,
persons eighteen years of age or older and eligible to hunt under paragraph (1) of this rule may hunt
and accompany a person hunting under this paragraph.

(1) It islawful for veterans and members of the armed forces on active duty, including members of
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the national guard and reserves on active duty, to hunt, take, and possess ducks, mergansers, geese
and coots on October 4 and 5, 2025, statewide in accordance with this rule. For the purpose of this
rule "veteran," "active duty,” and "armed forces" have the same meaning as defined in 38 C.F.R
101(2017).

(J) Specia early Canada goose and teal seasons.

It shall be unlawful to:

(1) Hunt or take teal, Canada geese, or cackling geese at any time during the special early Canada
goose and teal seasons, except from sunrise to sunset daily;

(2) Hunt or take Canada geese or cackling geese, except Canada geese and cackling geese may be
hunted and taken statewide from September 6, 2025, through September 14, 2025, and during the
open season for geese as specified in thisrule;

(3) Take more than five Canada geese and cackling geese combined in one day or possess more than
fifteen Canada geese and cackling geese combined at any time after the second day during the

special early goose season;

(4) Hunt, or take teal, except teal may be hunted and taken statewide from September 6, 2025,
through September 14, 2025, and during the open season for ducks as specified in thisrule;

(5) Take more than six teal in one day or possess more than eighteen teal at any time after the second
day during the special early teal season.

(K) All definitions set forth in rule 1501:31-1-02 of the Administrative Code apply to thisrule.
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