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Ohio Administrative Code 
Rule 3769-16-28 Starting without gate. 
Effective: July 13, 2025
 
 

(A) When horses are started without a  gate the starter shall have control of the horses from the

formation of the  parade until they give the word "go." The starter shall be located at  the wire or

other point of start of the race at which point as nearly as  possible the word "go" shall be given. No

driver shall cause  unnecessary delay after the horses are called. After two preliminary warming-up

scores, the starter shall notify the drivers to form in parade.

 

(B) The driver of any horse refusing  or failing to follow the instructions of the starter as to the

parade or  scoring ahead of the pole horse may be set down for the heat in which the  offense occurs,

or for such other period as the starter shall determine, and  may be fined. Whenever a driver is taken

down, the substitute shall be  permitted to score the horse once. A horse delaying the race may be

started  regardless of its position or gait and there shall not be a recall because of a  bad actor. If the

word "go" is not given, all the horses in the race  shall immediately turn on signal, and jog back to

their parade positions for a  fresh start. There shall be no recall after the starting word "go"  has been

given.
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