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Ohio Revised Code 
Section 121.08 Deputy director of administration in department of commerce. 
Effective: March 20, 2026
Legislation: Senate Bill 56
 
 

(A) There is hereby created in the department of commerce the position of deputy director of

administration. This officer shall be appointed by the director of commerce, serve under the

director's direction, supervision, and control, perform the duties the director prescribes, and hold

office during the director's pleasure. The director of commerce may designate an assistant director of

commerce to serve as the deputy director of administration. The deputy director of administration

shall perform the duties prescribed by the director of commerce in supervising the activities of the

division of administration of the department of commerce.

 

(B) Except as provided in section 121.07 of the Revised Code, the department of commerce shall

have all powers and perform all duties vested in the deputy director of administration, the state fire

marshal, the superintendent of financial institutions, the superintendent of real estate and

professional licensing, the superintendent of liquor control, the superintendent of industrial

compliance, the superintendent of unclaimed funds, the superintendent of cannabis control, and the

commissioner of securities, and shall have all powers and perform all duties vested by law in all

officers, deputies, and employees of those offices. Except as provided in section 121.07 of the

Revised Code, wherever powers are conferred or duties imposed upon any of those officers, the

powers and duties shall be construed as vested in the department of commerce.

 

(C)(1) There is hereby created in the department of commerce a division of financial institutions,

which shall have all powers and perform all duties vested by law in the superintendent of financial

institutions. Wherever powers are conferred or duties imposed upon the superintendent of financial

institutions, those powers and duties shall be construed as vested in the division of financial

institutions. The division of financial institutions shall be administered by the superintendent of

financial institutions.

 

(2) All provisions of law governing the superintendent of financial institutions shall apply to and

govern the superintendent of financial institutions provided for in this section; all authority vested by

law in the superintendent of financial institutions with respect to the management of the division of
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financial institutions shall be construed as vested in the superintendent of financial institutions

created by this section with respect to the division of financial institutions provided for in this

section; and all rights, privileges, and emoluments conferred by law upon the superintendent of

financial institutions shall be construed as conferred upon the superintendent of financial institutions

as head of the division of financial institutions. The director of commerce shall not transfer from the

division of financial institutions any of the functions specified in division (C)(2) of this section.

 

(D) There is hereby created in the department of commerce a division of liquor control, which shall

have all powers and perform all duties vested by law in the superintendent of liquor control.

Wherever powers are conferred or duties are imposed upon the superintendent of liquor control,

those powers and duties shall be construed as vested in the division of liquor control. The division of

liquor control shall be administered by the superintendent of liquor control.

 

(E) The director of commerce shall not be interested, directly or indirectly, in any firm or corporation

which is a dealer in securities as defined in sections 1707.01 and 1707.14 of the Revised Code, or in

any firm or corporation licensed under sections 1321.01 to 1321.19 of the Revised Code.

 

(F) The director of commerce shall not have any official connection with a savings and loan

association, a savings bank, a bank, a bank holding company, a savings and loan association holding

company, a consumer finance company, or a credit union that is under the supervision of the division

of financial institutions, or a subsidiary of any of the preceding entities, or be interested in the

business thereof.

 

(G) There is hereby created in the state treasury the division of administration fund. The fund shall

receive assessments on the operating funds of the department of commerce in accordance with

procedures prescribed by the director of commerce. All operating expenses of the division of

administration shall be paid from the division of administration fund.

 

(H) There is hereby created in the department of commerce a division of real estate and professional

licensing, which shall be under the control and supervision of the director of commerce. The division

of real estate and professional licensing shall be administered by the superintendent of real estate and

professional licensing. The superintendent of real estate and professional licensing shall exercise the

powers and perform the functions and duties delegated to the superintendent under Chapters 4735.,
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4763., 4764., 4767., and 4768. of the Revised Code.

 

(I) There is hereby created in the department of commerce a division of industrial compliance, which

shall have all powers and perform all duties vested by law in the superintendent of industrial

compliance. Wherever powers are conferred or duties imposed upon the superintendent of industrial

compliance, those powers and duties shall be construed as vested in the division of industrial

compliance. The division of industrial compliance shall be under the control and supervision of the

director of commerce and be administered by the superintendent of industrial compliance.

 

(J) There is hereby created in the department of commerce a division of unclaimed funds, which

shall have all powers and perform all duties delegated to or vested by law in the superintendent of

unclaimed funds. Wherever powers are conferred or duties imposed upon the superintendent of

unclaimed funds, those powers and duties shall be construed as vested in the division of unclaimed

funds. The division of unclaimed funds shall be under the control and supervision of the director of

commerce and shall be administered by the superintendent of unclaimed funds. The superintendent

of unclaimed funds shall exercise the powers and perform the functions and duties delegated to the

superintendent by the director of commerce under section 121.07 and Chapter 169. of the Revised

Code, and as may otherwise be provided by law.

 

(K) There is hereby created in the department of commerce a division of cannabis control, which

shall have all powers and perform all duties vested by law in the superintendent of cannabis control.

Wherever powers are conferred or duties are imposed upon the superintendent of cannabis control,

those powers and duties shall be construed as vested in the division of cannabis control. The division

of cannabis control shall be under the control and supervision of the director of commerce and be

administered by the superintendent of cannabis control.

 

(L) The department of commerce or a division of the department created by the Revised Code that is

acting with authorization on the department's behalf may request from the bureau of criminal

identification and investigation pursuant to section 109.572 of the Revised Code, or coordinate with

appropriate federal, state, and local government agencies to accomplish, criminal records checks for

the persons whose identities are required to be disclosed by an applicant for the issuance or transfer

of a permit, license, certificate of registration, or certification issued or transferred by the department

or division. At or before the time of making a request for a criminal records check, the department or
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division may require any person whose identity is required to be disclosed by an applicant for the

issuance or transfer of such a license, permit, certificate of registration, or certification to submit to

the department or division valid fingerprint impressions in a format and by any media or means

acceptable to the bureau of criminal identification and investigation and, when applicable, the federal

bureau of investigation. The department or division may cause the bureau of criminal identification

and investigation to conduct a criminal records check through the federal bureau of investigation

only if the person for whom the criminal records check would be conducted resides or works outside

of this state or has resided or worked outside of this state during the preceding five years, or if a

criminal records check conducted by the bureau of criminal identification and investigation within

this state indicates that the person may have a criminal record outside of this state.

 

In the case of a criminal records check under section 109.572 of the Revised Code, the department or

division shall forward to the bureau of criminal identification and investigation the requisite form,

fingerprint impressions, and fee described in division (C) of that section. When requested by the

department or division in accordance with this section, the bureau of criminal identification and

investigation shall request from the federal bureau of investigation any information it has with

respect to the person who is the subject of the requested criminal records check and shall forward the

requisite fingerprint impressions and information to the federal bureau of investigation for that

criminal records check. After conducting a criminal records check or receiving the results of a

criminal records check from the federal bureau of investigation, the bureau of criminal identification

and investigation shall provide the results to the department or division.

 

The department or division may require any person about whom a criminal records check is

requested to pay to the department or division the amount necessary to cover the fee charged to the

department or division by the bureau of criminal identification and investigation under division

(C)(3) of section 109.572 of the Revised Code, including, when applicable, any fee for a criminal

records check conducted by the federal bureau of investigation.

 

(M) The director of commerce, or the director's designee, may adopt rules to enhance compliance

with statutes pertaining to, and rules adopted by, divisions under the direction, supervision, and

control of the department or director by offering incentive-based programs that ensure safety and

soundness while promoting growth and prosperity in the state.
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