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Legislation: House Bill 263
 
 

Any person may apply for a permit to handle commercial fish, or other fish that may be bought or

sold under the Revised Code or division rule, at wholesale. Prior to making application for such a

permit, a person first shall satisfy the following qualifications to the satisfaction of the chief of the

division of wildlife: over eighteen years of age, no prior conviction of or plea of guilty on or after

October 10, 2007, to a disqualifying offense as determined in accordance with section 9.79 of the

Revised Code, and ninety days Ohio residency immediately preceding application. The chief shall

issue an annual permit granting the applicant the privilege to handle such fish at wholesale at one or

more designated premises upon satisfaction of the pre-application qualifications, filing of an

application on a form prescribed by the chief, and payment of a fee of sixty-five dollars. No person

or a person's agent shall handle at wholesale any fresh water fish or part thereof unless a permit has

been issued for the calendar year in which the fish is handled at wholesale for the premises at which

the fish is handled.

 

A fish is handled at wholesale for purposes of this section when it is on a premises within the state

and is being held, stored, handled, or processed for the purpose of sale to a person who resells the

fish.

 

The permit required by this section shall be issued subject to the right of entry and inspection of the

designated premises of the permittee by any law enforcement officer authorized by section 1531.13

of the Revised Code to enforce the laws and rules of the division of wildlife. Such an officer may

enter and inspect the designated premises and any box, package, or receptacle, and the contents

thereof, for the purpose of determining whether any provision of this chapter or Chapter 1531. of the

Revised Code or division rule is being violated.

 

No person holding a permit under this section shall remove a label required by section 1533.301 of

the Revised Code unless the box, package, or receptacle bearing the label has been opened or unless

the label is replaced with another label that meets the requirements of that section.
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No person shall fail to comply with any provision of this section or division rule adopted pursuant to

it.
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