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(A) The board of directors of a county or independent agricultural society shall consist of at least

eight members. An employee of the OSU extension shall serve with the board as a nonvoting

member. The director of agriculture shall determine the terms of office for members of the board in

accordance with rules adopted by the director of agriculture.

 

(B) The board may fill any vacancy on the board caused by death, resignation, refusal to qualify,

removal from county, or other cause until the society's next annual election. At that election, a new

director shall be elected for the unexpired term.

 

(C)(1) There shall be an annual election of directors by ballot at a time and a place fixed by the

board. The election shall be held by the fifteenth day of November each year.

 

(2) The secretary of the society shall give notice of the election, for three weeks prior to the election,

by doing one of the following:

 

(a) Publishing the notice in a newspaper of general circulation in the county or as provided in section

7.16 of the Revised Code;

 

(b) Mailing the notice to each member of the society;

 

(c) Publishing the notice on the society's web site.

 

(D) Only the following persons may vote in an election held in accordance with this section:

 

(1) Those who hold membership certificates at the close of the annual county fair, or at least fifteen

calendar days before the date of election, as may be fixed by the board;
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(2) Those who hold membership certificates on the date and hour of the election if the election is

held on the fairground during the fair. When the election is to be held during the fair, notice of the

election also shall be prominently mentioned in the premium list.

 

(E) The terms of office of the retiring directors shall expire, and those of the directors-elect shall

begin, not later than the thirtieth day of November each year.

 

(F) The secretary of the society shall send, within ten days after the election, both of the following to

the director:

 

(1) The name and address of each member of its board;

 

(2) A copy of the document containing the member's signature verifying that the member voted in

the election.

 

(G) A candidate for director shall not count or record votes in any election conducted in accordance

with this section.
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