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(A)  No person shall act as a fund-raising counsel unless the person first has complied with the

requirements of this chapter and any rules adopted under this chapter.

 

(B)  Any fund-raising counsel that at any time has custody of contributions from a solicitation shall

do all of the following:

 

(1)  Register with the attorney general.  Applications for registration or renewal of registration shall

be in writing, under oath, and in the form prescribed by the attorney general, and shall be

accompanied by a fee in the amount of two hundred dollars.  Any corporation, partnership,

association, or other entity that intends to act as a fund-raising counsel may register for and pay a

single fee of two hundred dollars on behalf of all its members, officers, employees, and agents.  In

that case, the names and addresses of all the officers, employees, and agents of the fund-raising

counsel and all other persons with whom the fund-raising counsel has contracted to work under its

direction shall be listed in the application.  The application shall contain any other information that

the attorney general may require.  The registration or renewal of registration shall be for a period of

one year or part of one year and shall expire on the thirty-first day of March of each year.  All fees

prescribed in this division shall be paid into the state treasury to the credit of the charitable law fund

established under section 109.32 of the Revised Code.

 

(2)  At the time of making an application for registration or renewal of registration, file with and

have approved by the attorney general a bond in which the fund-raising counsel shall be the principal

obligor, in the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars, with one or more sureties authorized to do

business in this state.  The fund-raising counsel shall maintain the bond in effect as long as the

registration is in effect; however, the liability of the surety under the bond shall not exceed an all-

time aggregate liability of twenty-five thousand dollars. The bond, which may be in the form of a

rider to a larger blanket liability bond, shall run to the state and to any person who may have a cause

of action against the principal obligor of the bond for any liability arising out of a violation by the

obligor of any provision of this chapter or any rule adopted pursuant to this chapter.
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(3)  Not later than ninety days after a solicitation campaign has been completed and on the

anniversary of the commencement of a solicitation campaign lasting more than one year, furnish an

accounting of all contributions collected and expenses paid, to the charitable organization with which

the fund-raising counsel has contracted.  The accounting shall be in writing and shall be retained by

the charitable organization for three years.  The fund-raising counsel shall file a copy of the

accounting with the attorney general not later than seven days after it is furnished to the charitable

organization.

 

(4)  Not later than two days after receipt of each contribution, deposit the entire amount of the

contribution in an account at a bank or other federally insured financial institution which shall be in

the name of the charitable organization with which the fund-raising counsel has contracted. Each

contribution collected by the fund-raising counsel shall be solely in the name of that charitable

organization.  The charitable organization shall have sole control of all withdrawals from the account

and the fund-raising counsel shall not be given the authority to withdraw any deposited funds from

the account.

 

(5)  During each solicitation campaign and for not less than three years after its completion, maintain

the following records that shall be made available to the attorney general upon the attorney general's

request:

 

(a)  A record of each contribution that at any time is in the custody of the fund-raising counsel,

including the name and address of each contributor and the date and amount of the contribution,

provided that the attorney general shall not disclose that information except to the extent necessary

for investigative or law enforcement purposes;

 

(b)  The location of each bank or financial institution in which the fund-raising counsel has deposited

revenue from the solicitation campaign and the account number of each account in which the

deposits were made.

 

(C)  Unless otherwise provided in this section, any change in any information filed with the attorney

general pursuant to this section shall be reported in writing to the attorney general within seven days

after the change occurs.
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(D)  No person shall serve as a fund-raising counsel, or be a member, officer, employee, or agent of

any fund-raising counsel, who has been convicted in the last five years of either of the following:

 

(1)  Any violation of this chapter or any rule adopted under this chapter, or of any charitable

solicitation legislation or regulation of a political subdivision of this state or charitable solicitation

law of any other jurisdiction that is similar to this chapter;

 

(2)  A felony in this or another state.

 

(E)  The information provided under this section to the attorney general by a fund-raising counsel

shall be included in the reports and files required to be compiled and maintained by the attorney

general pursuant to divisions (E) and (F) of section 1716.08 of the Revised Code.
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