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(A) Thejudges of amunicipal court and officers of the court shall take an oath of office as provided
in section 3.23 of the Revised Code.

(B) The office of judge of amunicipal court is subject to forfeiture, and the judge may be removed
from office, for the causes and by the procedure provided in sections 3.07 to 3.10 of the Revised
Code. A vacancy in the office of judge exists upon the death, resignation, forfeiture, removal from
office, or absence from official dutiesfor a period of six consecutive months, as determined under
this section, of the judge and also by reason of the expiration of the term of an incumbent when no
successor has been elected or qualified. A vacancy resulting from the absence of ajudge from
official dutiesfor aperiod of six consecutive months shall be determined and declared by the
legidlative authority.

(C)(1) If avacancy occursin the office of judge or clerk of the municipal court after the one-
hundredth day before the first Tuesday after the first Monday in May and prior to the fortieth day
before the day of the general election, al candidates for election to the unexpired term of the judge
or clerk shall file nominating petitions with the board of elections not later than four p.m. on the
tenth day following the day on which the vacancy occurs, except that, when the vacancy occurs
fewer than six days before the fortieth day before the general election, the deadline for filing shall
be four p.m. on the thirty-sixth day before the day of the general election.

(2) Each nominating petition referred to in division (C)(1) of this section shall be in the form
prescribed in section 3513.261 of the Revised Code and shall be signed by at least fifty qualified
electors of theterritory of the municipal court. No nominating petition shall be accepted for filing or
filedif it appearson itsface to contain signatures aggregating in number more than twice the

minimum aggregate number of signatures required by this section.
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