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(A) Asused in this section:

(2) "Strangulation or suffocation” means any act that impedes the normal breathing or circulation of
the blood by applying pressure to the throat or neck, or by covering the nose and mouth.

(2) "Dating relationship" has the same meaning as in section 3113.31 of the Revised Code.

(3) "Family or household member" has the same meaning as in section 2919.25 of the Revised Code.
(4) " Person with whom the offender is or was in adating relationship™ means a person who at the
time of the conduct in question isin adating relationship with the defendant or who, within the
twelve months preceding the conduct in question, has had a dating relationship with the defendant.
(B) No person shall knowingly do any of the following:

(1) Cause serious physical harm to another by means of strangulation or suffocation;

(2) Create a substantial risk of serious physical harm to another by means of strangulation or
suffocation;

(3) Cause or create a substantial risk of physical harm to another by means of strangulation or
suffocation.

(C) Whoever violates this section is guilty of strangulation.
(1) A violation of division (B)(1) of this section isafelony of the second degree.

(2) A violation of division (B)(2) of this section isafelony of the third degree.
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(3) A violation of division (B)(3) of this section isafelony of the fifth degree. If the victim of the
violation of division (B)(3) of this section isafamily or household member, or is a person with
whom the offender is or was in a dating relationship, aviolation of division (B)(3) of thissectionisa
felony of the fourth degree. If the victim of the offense is afamily or household member, or isa
person with whom the offender is or was in a dating relationship, and the offender previously has
been convicted of or pleaded guilty to afelony offense of violence, or if the offender knew that the
victim of the violation was pregnant at the time of the violation, aviolation of division (B)(3) of this
section isafelony of the third degree.

(D) Itisan affirmative defense to a charge under division (B) of this section that the act was done as
part of amedical or other procedure undertaken to aid or benefit the victim.
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