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Section 2913.31 Forgery - Forging identification cards or selling or distributing
forged identification cards.
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(A) No person, with purpose to defraud, or knowing that the person is facilitating a fraud, shall do
any of the following:
(1) Forge any writing of another without the other person's authority;
(2) Forge any writing so that it purports to be genuine when it actually is spurious, or to be the act
of another who did not authorize that act, or to have been executed at a time or place or with terms
different from what in fact was the case, or to be a copy of an original when no such original
existed;
(3) Utter, or possess with purpose to utter, any writing that the person knows to have been forged.
(B) No person shall knowingly do either of the following:
(1) Forge an identification card;
(2) Sell or otherwise distribute a card that purports to be an identification card, knowing it to have
been forged.
As used in this division, "identification card" means a card that includes personal information or
characteristics of an individual, a purpose of which is to establish the identity of the bearer
described on the card, whether the words "identity," "identification," "identification card," or other
similar words appear on the card.
(C)(1)(a) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of forgery.
(b) Except as otherwise provided in this division or division (C)(1)(c) of this section, forgery is a
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felony of the fifth degree. If property or services are involved in the offense or the victim suffers a
loss, forgery is one of the following:
(i) If the value of the property or services or the loss to the victim is seven thousand five hundred
dollars or more and is less than one hundred fifty thousand dollars, a felony of the fourth degree;
(ii) If the value of the property or services or the loss to the victim is one hundred fifty thousand
dollars or more, a felony of the third degree.
(c) If the victim of the offense is an elderly person or disabled adult, division (C)(1)(c) of this
section applies to the forgery. Except as otherwise provided in division (C)(1)(c) of this section,
forgery is a felony of the fifth degree. If property or services are involved in the offense or if the
victim suffers a loss, forgery is one of the following:
(i) If the value of the property or services or the loss to the victim is one thousand dollars or
more and is less than seven thousand five hundred dollars, a felony of the fourth degree;
(ii) If the value of the property or services or the loss to the victim is seven thousand five hundred
dollars or more and is less than thirty-seven thousand five hundred dollars, a felony of the third
degree;
(iii) If the value of the property or services or the loss to the victim is thirty-seven thousand five
hundred dollars or more, a felony of the second degree.
(2) Whoever violates division (B) of this section is guilty of forging identification cards or selling
or distributing forged identification cards. Except as otherwise provided in this division, forging
identification cards or selling or distributing forged identification cards is a misdemeanor of the
first degree. If the offender previously has been convicted of a violation of division (B) of this
section, forging identification cards or selling or distributing forged identification cards is a
misdemeanor of the first degree and, in addition, the court shall impose upon the offender a fine of
not less than two hundred fifty dollars.
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