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 (A) As used in this section:

 (1) "Emergency response" means an action taken by a law enforcement agency to preserve 
the life, health, safety, or property of any person.

 (2) "Public safety answering point" and "emergency service provider" have the same 
meanings as in section 128.01 of the Revised Code.

 (3) "Telecommunications device" and "telecommunications service" have the same meanings 
as in section 2913.01 of the Revised Code.

 (B) No person by means of a telecommunications device or telecommunications service shall 
report or cause to be reported false or misleading information to a law enforcement agency, 
emergency service provider, or public safety answering point, knowing the information to be 
false or misleading, with reckless disregard as to whether the report may cause bodily harm 
to any individual as a direct result of an emergency response to the report, and under 
circumstances where the report is reasonably likely to cause an emergency response from a 
law enforcement agency, emergency service provider, or public safety answering point and 
the report does cause an emergency response.

 (C) This section does not apply to any person conducting an authorized emergency drill.

 (D)(1) Whoever violates this section is guilty of swatting.

 (2) Except as otherwise provided in division (D)(3) of this section, swatting is a felony of the 
fourth degree.

 (3) If a violation of this section results in serious physical harm to any person, it is a felony of 
the second degree.

 (E) Prior to the sentencing of a person who has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a 
violation of this section, the court shall enter an order that directs any law enforcement 
agency or emergency service provider involved in the emergency response that wishes to be 
reimbursed for the costs incurred by the agency or provider during the emergency response, 
to file with the court within a specified time an itemized statement of those costs. The court 
may then order the offender to reimburse the agency for all or a portion of those costs under 
section 2929.18 of the Revised Code.
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 (F) Any act that is a violation of this section and any other section of the Revised Code may 
be prosecuted under this section, the other section, or both sections.
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