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Ohio Revised Code 
Section 2953.35 [Repealed effective 4/4/2023 by S.B. 288, 134th General
Assembly] Divulging confidential information. 
Effective: September 19, 2014
Legislation: Senate Bill 143 - 130th General Assembly
 
 

(A)(1) As used in divisions (A)(2) and (3) of  this section, "law enforcement or justice system

matter" means an  arrest, complaint, indictment, trial, hearing, adjudication,  conviction, or

correctional supervision.

 

(2) Except as authorized by divisions (D), (E), and (F) of  section 2953.32 of the Revised Code or by

Chapter 2950. of the  Revised Code and subject to division (A)(3) of this section, any  officer or

employee of the state, or a political subdivision of  the state, who releases or otherwise disseminates

or makes  available for any purpose involving employment, bonding, or  licensing in connection with

any business, trade, or profession to  any person, or to any department, agency, or other

instrumentality  of the state, or any political subdivision of the state, any  information or other data

concerning any law enforcement or  justice system matter the records with respect to which the

officer or employee had knowledge of were sealed by an existing  order issued pursuant to sections

2953.31 to 2953.36 of the  Revised Code, were expunged by an order issued pursuant to  division (E)

of section 2151.358, section 2953.37, or section  2953.38 of the Revised Code, or were expunged by

an order issued  pursuant to section 2953.42 of the Revised Code as it existed  prior to June 29, 1988,

is guilty of divulging confidential  information, a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.

 

(3) Division (A)(2) of this section does not apply to an  officer or employee of the state, or a political

subdivision of  the state, who releases or otherwise disseminates or makes  available for any purpose

specified in that division any  information or other data concerning a law enforcement or justice

system matter the records of which the officer had knowledge were  sealed or expunged by an order

of a type described in that  division, if all of the following apply:

 

(a) The officer or employee released, disseminated, or made  available the information or data from

the sealed or expunged  records together with information or data concerning another law

enforcement or justice system matter.
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(b) The records of the other law enforcement or justice  matter were not sealed or expunged by any

order of a type  described in division (A)(2) of this section.

 

(c) The law enforcement or justice matter covered by the  information or data from the sealed or

expunged records and the  other law enforcement or justice matter covered by the information  or

data from the records that were not sealed or expunged resulted  from or were connected to the same

act.

 

(d) The officer or employee made a good faith effort to not  release, disseminate, or make available

any information or other  data concerning any law enforcement or justice matter from the  sealed or

expunged records, and the officer or employee did not  release, disseminate, or make available the

information or other  data from the sealed or expunged records with malicious purpose,  in bad faith,

or in a wanton or reckless manner.

 

(B) Any person who, in violation of section 2953.32 of the  Revised Code, uses, disseminates, or

otherwise makes available any  index prepared pursuant to division (F) of section 2953.32 of the

Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.

 

(C) It is not a violation of this section for the bureau of  criminal identification and investigation or

any authorized  employee of the bureau participating in the investigation of  criminal activity to

release, disseminate, or otherwise make  available to, or discuss with, a person directly employed by

a law  enforcement agency DNA records collected in the DNA database or  fingerprints filed for

record by the superintendent of the bureau  of criminal identification and investigation.
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