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(A) Except as otherwise provided in Chapter 2950. of the Revised Code, upon the issuance of an

order by a court under division (B) of section 2953.52 of the Revised Code directing that all official

records pertaining to a case be sealed and that the proceedings in the case be deemed not to have

occurred:

 

(1) Every law enforcement officer possessing records or reports pertaining to the case that are the

officer's specific investigatory work product and that are excepted from the definition of "official

records" contained in section 2953.51 of the Revised Code shall immediately deliver the records and

reports to the officer's employing law enforcement agency. Except as provided in division (A)(3) or

(4) of this section, no such officer shall knowingly release, disseminate, or otherwise make the

records and reports or any information contained in them available to, or discuss any information

contained in them with, any person not employed by the officer's employing law enforcement

agency.

 

(2) Every law enforcement agency that possesses records or reports pertaining to the case that are its

specific investigatory work product and that are excepted from the definition of "official records"

contained in section 2953.51 of the Revised Code, or that are the specific investigatory work product

of a law enforcement officer it employs and that were delivered to it under division (A)(1) of this

section shall, except as provided in division (A)(3) or (4) of this section, close the records and reports

to all persons who are not directly employed by the law enforcement agency and shall, except as

provided in division (A)(3) or (4) of this section, treat the records and reports, in relation to all

persons other than those who are directly employed by the law enforcement agency, as if they did

not exist and had never existed. Except as provided in division (A)(3) or (4) of this section, no

person who is employed by the law enforcement agency shall knowingly release, disseminate, or

otherwise make the records and reports in the possession of the employing law enforcement agency

or any information contained in them available to, or discuss any information contained in them
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with, any person not employed by the employing law enforcement agency.

 

(3) A law enforcement agency that possesses records or reports pertaining to the case that are its

specific investigatory work product and that are excepted from the definition of "official records"

contained in division (D) of section 2953.51 of the Revised Code, or that are the specific

investigatory work product of a law enforcement officer it employs and that were delivered to it

under division (A)(1) of this section may permit another law enforcement agency to use the records

or reports in the investigation of another offense, if the facts incident to the offense being

investigated by the other law enforcement agency and the facts incident to an offense that is the

subject of the case are reasonably similar. The agency that provides the records and reports may

provide the other agency with the name of the person who is the subject of the case, if it believes that

the name of the person is necessary to the conduct of the investigation by the other agency.

 

No law enforcement agency, or person employed by a law enforcement agency, that receives from

another law enforcement agency records or reports pertaining to a case the records of which have

been ordered sealed pursuant to division (B) of section 2953.52 of the Revised Code shall use the

records and reports for any purpose other than the investigation of the offense for which they were

obtained from the other law enforcement agency, or disclose the name of the person who is the

subject of the records or reports except when necessary for the conduct of the investigation of the

offense, or the prosecution of the person for committing the offense, for which they were obtained

from the other law enforcement agency.

 

(4) The auditor of state may provide to or discuss with other parties records, reports, or audits

maintained by the auditor of state pursuant to Chapter 117. of the Revised Code pertaining to the

case that are the auditor of state's specific investigatory work product and that are excepted from the

definition of "official records" contained in division (D) of section 2953.51 of the Revised Code, or

that are the specific investigatory work product of a law enforcement officer the auditor of state

employs and that were delivered to the auditor of state under division (A)(1) of this section.

 

(B) Whoever violates division (A)(1), (2), or (3) of this section is guilty of divulging confidential

information, a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.

 

(C) It is not a violation of this section for the bureau of criminal identification and investigation or
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any authorized employee of the bureau participating in the investigation of criminal activity to

release, disseminate, or otherwise make available to, or discuss with, a person directly employed by a

law enforcement agency DNA records collected in the DNA database or fingerprints filed for record

by the superintendent of the bureau of criminal identification and investigation.
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