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(A)  As used in this section:

 

(1) "Adopted person" includes both an "adopted person" as  defined in section 3107.39 of the

Revised Code and an "adopted  person" as defined in section 3107.45 of the Revised Code.

 

(2) "Adoptive parent" means a person who adopted an adopted  person.

 

(3) "Birth parent" means the biological parent of an adopted  person.

 

(4) "Birth sibling" means a biological sibling of an adopted  person.

 

(B)  An adopted person age eighteen or older, an adoptive  parent of an adopted person under age

eighteen, or an adoptive  family member of a deceased adopted person may submit a written  request

to the agency or attorney who arranged the adopted  person's adoption, or the probate court that

finalized the adopted  person's adoption, for the agency, attorney, or court to provide  the adopted

person, adoptive parent, or adoptive family member  information about the adopted person's birth

parent or birth  sibling contained in the agency's, attorney's, or court's adoption  records that is

nonidentifying information.  Except as provided in  division (C) of this section, the agency, attorney,

or court shall  provide the adopted person, adoptive parent, or adoptive family  member the

information sought within a reasonable amount of time.   The agency, attorney, or court may charge

a reasonable fee for  providing the information.

 

A birth parent of an adopted person eighteen years of age or  older, a birth sibling age eighteen or

older, or a birth family  member of a deceased birth parent may submit a written request to  the

agency or attorney who arranged the adopted person's adoption,  or the probate court that finalized

the adoption, for the agency,  attorney, or court to provide the birth parent, birth sibling, or  birth

family member information about the adopted person or  adoptive parent contained in the agency's,

attorney's, or court's  adoption records that is nonidentifying information.  Except as  provided in
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division (C) of this section, the agency, attorney, or  court shall provide the birth parent, birth sibling,

or birth  family member the information sought within a reasonable amount of  time.  The agency,

attorney, or court may charge a reasonable fee  for providing the information.

 

(C)  An agency or attorney that has permanently ceased to  arrange adoptions is not subject to

division (B) of this section.   If the adoption records of such an agency or attorney are held by  a

probate court, person, or other governmental entity pursuant to  section 3107.67 of the Revised Code,

the adopted person, adoptive  parent, adoptive family member, birth parent, birth sibling, or  birth

family member may submit the written request that otherwise  would be submitted to the agency or

attorney under division (B) of  this section to the court, person, or other governmental entity  that

holds the records.  On receipt of the request, the court,  person, or other governmental entity shall

provide the information  that the agency or attorney would have been required to provide  within a

reasonable amount of time.  The court, person, or other  governmental entity may charge a

reasonable fee for providing the  information.

 

(D)  Prior to providing nonidentifying information pursuant to  division (B) or (C) of this section, the

person or governmental  entity providing the information shall review the record to ensure  that all

identifying information about any person contained in the  record is deleted.

 

(E) An agency, attorney, person, or other governmental entity  may classify any information

described in division (B)(2) of  section 3107.60 of the Revised Code as identifying information and

deny the request made under division (B) or (C) of this section if  the agency, attorney, court, person,

or other governmental entity  determines that the information could lead to the identification  of the

adoptive parent.  This determination shall be done on a  case-by-case basis.
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