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Ohio Revised Code 
Section 3109.09 Liability of parents for willful damage of property or theft by
their children. 
Effective: October 29, 1996
Legislation: House Bill 601 - 121st General Assembly
 
 

(A) As used in this section, "parent" means one of the following:

 

(1) Both parents unless division (A)(2) or (3) of this section applies;

 

(2) The parent designated the residential parent and legal custodian pursuant to an order issued under

section 3109.04 of the Revised Code that is not a shared parenting order;

 

(3) The custodial parent of a child born out of wedlock with respect to whom no custody order has

been issued.

 

(B) Any owner of property, including any board of education of a city, local, exempted village, or

joint vocational school district, may maintain a civil action to recover compensatory damages not

exceeding ten thousand dollars and court costs from the parent of a minor if the minor willfully

damages property belonging to the owner or commits acts cognizable as a "theft offense," as defined

in section 2913.01 of the Revised Code, involving the property of the owner. The action may be

joined with an action under Chapter 2737. of the Revised Code against the minor, or the minor and

the minor's parent, to recover the property regardless of value, but any additional damages recovered

from the parent pursuant to this section shall be limited to compensatory damages not exceeding ten

thousand dollars, as authorized by this section. A finding of willful destruction of property or of

committing acts cognizable as a theft offense is not dependent upon a prior finding that the child is a

delinquent child or upon the child's conviction of any criminal offense.

 

(C)(1) If a court renders a judgment in favor of a board of education of a city, local, exempted

village, or joint vocational school district in an action brought pursuant to division (B) of this

section, if the board of education agrees to the parent's performance of community service in lieu of

full payment of the judgment, and if the parent who is responsible for the payment of the judgment

agrees to voluntarily participate in the performance of community service in lieu of full payment of
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the judgment, the court may order the parent to perform community service in lieu of providing full

payment of the judgment.

 

(2) If a court, pursuant to division (C)(1) of this section, orders a parent to perform community

service in lieu of providing full payment of a judgment, the court shall specify in its order the amount

of the judgment, if any, to be paid by the parent, the type and number of hours of community service

to be performed by the parent, and any other conditions necessary to carry out the order.

 

(D) This section shall not apply to a parent of a minor if the minor was married at the time of the

commission of the acts or violations that would otherwise give rise to a civil action commenced

under this section.

 

(E) Any action brought pursuant to this section shall be commenced and heard as in other civil

actions.

 

(F) The monetary limitation upon compensatory damages set forth in this section does not apply to a

civil action brought pursuant to section 2307.70 of the Revised Code.
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