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(A)(1) As used in Title XXXIII of the Revised Code, "science of reading" means an interdisciplinary

body of scientific evidence that:

 

(a) Informs how students learn to read and write proficiently;

 

(b) Explains why some students have difficulty with reading and writing;

 

(c) Indicates that all students benefit from explicit and systematic instruction in phonemic awareness,

phonics, vocabulary, fluency, comprehension, and writing to become effective readers;

 

(d) Does not rely on any model of teaching students to read based on meaning, structure and syntax,

and visual cues, including a three-cueing approach.

 

(2) As used in this section, "three-cueing approach" means any model of teaching students to read

based on meaning, structure and syntax, and visual cues.

 

(B) The department of education and workforce shall establish a list of high-quality core curriculum

and instructional materials in English language arts, and a list of evidence-based reading intervention

programs, that are aligned with the science of reading and strategies for effective literacy instruction.

 

 

(C) Beginning not later than the 2024-2025 school year, each school district, community school

established under Chapter 3314. of the Revised Code, and STEM school established under Chapter

3326. of the Revised Code, shall use core curriculum and instructional materials in English language

arts in each of grades pre-kindergarten to five and evidence-based reading intervention programs in

each of grades pre-kindergarten to twelve only from the lists established under division (B) of this

section. Except as provided in division (D) of this section, no district or school shall use any core

curriculum, instructional materials, or intervention program in grades pre-kindergarten to five that
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use the three-cueing approach to teach students to read.

 

(D) A district or school may apply to the department for a waiver on an individual student basis to

use curriculum, instructional materials, or an intervention program in grades pre-kindergarten

through five that uses the three-cueing approach to teach students to read, except as follows:

 

(1) No student for whom a reading improvement and monitoring plan has been developed under

division (C) of section 3313.608 of the Revised Code shall be eligible for a waiver.

 

(2) If a student has an individualized education program that explicitly indicates the three-cueing

approach is appropriate for the student's learning needs, the student shall not be required to have a

waiver.

 

In determining whether to approve a waiver requested under this section, the department shall

consider the performance of the student's district or school on the state report card issued under

section 3302.03 of the Revised Code, including on the early literacy component prescribed under

division (D)(3)(e) of that section.

 

(E)(1) The department shall identify vendors that provide professional development to educators,

including pre-service teachers and faculty employed by educator preparation programs, on the use of

high-quality core curriculum and instructional materials and reading intervention programs on the

lists established under division (B) of this section.

 

(2) A professional development committee established under section 3319.22 of the Revised Code

shall qualify any completed professional development coursework provided by a vendor described in

division (E)(1) of this section to count towards professional development coursework requirements

for teacher licensure renewal.

 

(3) A professional development committee shall permit a teacher to apply any hours earned over the

minimum amount of hours required for professional development coursework for teacher licensure

renewal under division (E)(2) of this section to the next renewal period for that license.

 

(F) Not later than the thirtieth day of June of each year, the department shall prepare and issue a
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report regarding the implementation of this section, including by districts and schools. The

department shall provide the report to the governor, and, in accordance with section 101.68 of the

Revised Code, to the general assembly.
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