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(A) Persons qualified to register or to change  their registration because of a change of address or

change of  name may register or change their registration in person at any  state or local office of a

designated agency, at the office of the  registrar or any deputy registrar of motor vehicles, at a public

high school or vocational school, at a public library, at the  office of a county treasurer, or at a branch

office established by  the board of elections, or in person, through another person, or  by mail at the

office of the secretary of state or at the office  of a board of elections. A registered elector may also

change the  elector's registration on election day at any polling place where  the elector is eligible to

vote, in the manner provided under  section 3503.16 of the Revised Code.

 

Any state or local office of a designated agency, the office  of the registrar or any deputy registrar of

motor vehicles, a  public high school or vocational school, a public library, or the  office of a county

treasurer shall transmit any voter registration  application or change of registration form that it

receives to the  board of elections of the county in which the state or local  office is located, within

five days after receiving the voter  registration application or change of registration form.

 

An otherwise valid voter registration application that is  returned to the appropriate office other than

by mail must be  received by a state or local office of a designated agency, the  office of the registrar

or any deputy registrar of motor vehicles,  a public high school or vocational school, a public library,

the  office of a county treasurer, the office of the secretary of  state, or the office of a board of

elections no later than the  thirtieth day preceding a primary, special, or general election  for the

person to qualify as an elector eligible to vote at that  election. An otherwise valid registration

application received  after that day entitles the elector to vote at all subsequent  elections.

 

Any state or local office of a designated agency, the office  of the registrar or any deputy registrar of

motor vehicles, a  public high school or vocational school, a public library, or the  office of a county

treasurer shall date stamp a registration  application or change of name or change of address form it

receives using a date stamp that does not disclose the identity of  the state or local office that receives

the registration.
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Voter registration applications, if otherwise valid, that are  returned by mail to the office of the

secretary of state or to the  office of a board of elections must be postmarked no later than  the

thirtieth day preceding a primary, special, or general  election in order for the person to qualify as an

elector eligible  to vote at that election. If an otherwise valid voter registration  application that is

returned by mail does not bear a postmark or a  legible postmark, the registration shall be valid for

that  election if received by the office of the secretary of state or  the office of a board of elections no

later than twenty-five days  preceding any special, primary, or general election.

 

(B)(1) Any person may apply in person, by telephone, by mail,  or through another person for voter

registration forms to the  office of the secretary of state or the office of a board of  elections. An

individual who is eligible to vote as a uniformed  services voter or an overseas voter in accordance

with 42 U.S.C.  1973ff-6 also may apply for voter registration forms by electronic  means to the

office of the secretary of state or to the board of  elections of the county in which the person's voting

residence is  located pursuant to section 3503.191 of the Revised Code.

 

(2)(a) An applicant may return the applicant's completed  registration form in person or by mail to

any state or local  office of a designated agency, to a public high school or  vocational school, to a

public library, to the office of a county  treasurer, to the office of the secretary of state, or to the

office of a board of elections. An applicant who is eligible to  vote as a uniformed services voter or

an overseas voter in  accordance with 42 U.S.C. 1973ff-6 also may return the applicant's  completed

voter registration form electronically to the office of  the secretary of state or to the board of

elections of the county  in which the person's voting residence is located pursuant to  section

3503.191 of the Revised Code.

 

(b) Subject to division (B)(2)(c) of this section, an  applicant may return the applicant's completed

registration form  through another person to any board of elections or the office of  the secretary of

state.

 

(c) A person who receives compensation for registering a  voter shall return any registration form

entrusted to that person  by an applicant to any board of elections or to the office of the  secretary of

state.
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(d) If a board of elections or the office of the secretary of  state receives a registration form under

division (B)(2)(b) or (c)  of this section before the thirtieth day before an election, the  board or the

office of the secretary of state, as applicable,  shall forward the registration to the board of elections

of the  county in which the applicant is seeking to register to vote  within ten days after receiving the

application. If a board of  elections or the office of the secretary of state receives a  registration form

under division (B)(2)(b) or (c) of this section  on or after the thirtieth day before an election, the

board or the  office of the secretary of state, as applicable, shall forward the  registration to the board

of elections of the county in which the  applicant is seeking to register to vote within thirty days after

that election.

 

(C)(1) A board of elections that receives a voter  registration application and is satisfied as to the

truth of the  statements made in the registration form shall register the  applicant not later than

twenty business days after receiving the  application, unless that application is received during the

thirty  days immediately preceding the day of an election. The board shall  promptly notify the

applicant in writing of each of the following:

 

(a) The applicant's registration;

 

(b) The precinct in which the applicant is to vote;

 

(c) In bold type as follows:

 

"Voters must bring identification to the polls in order to  verify identity. Identification may include a

current and valid  photo identification, a military identification, or a copy of a  current utility bill,

bank statement, government check, paycheck,  or other government document, other than this

notification, that  shows the voter's name and current address. Voters who do not  provide one of

these documents will still be able to vote by  casting a provisional ballot. Voters who do not have

any of the  above forms of identification, including a social security number,  will still be able to vote

by signing an affirmation swearing to  the voter's identity under penalty of election falsification and

by casting a provisional ballot."

 

The notification shall be by nonforwardable mail. If the mail  is returned to the board, it shall

investigate and cause the  notification to be delivered to the correct address.
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(2) If, after investigating as required under division (C)(1)  of this section, the board is unable to

verify the voter's correct  address, it shall cause the voter's name in the official  registration list and in

the poll list or signature pollbook to be  marked to indicate that the voter's notification was returned

to  the board.

 

At the first election at which a voter whose name has been so  marked appears to vote, the voter shall

be required to provide  identification to the election officials and to vote by  provisional ballot under

section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. If  the provisional ballot is counted pursuant to division

(B)(3) of  section 3505.183 of the Revised Code, the board shall correct that  voter's registration, if

needed, and shall remove the indication  that the voter's notification was returned from that voter's

name  on the official registration list and on the poll list or  signature pollbook. If the provisional

ballot is not counted  pursuant to division (B)(4)(a)(i), (v), or (vi) of section  3505.183 of the Revised

Code, the voter's registration shall be  canceled. The board shall notify the voter by United States

mail  of the cancellation.

 

(3) If a notice of the disposition of an otherwise valid  registration application is sent by

nonforwardable mail and is  returned undelivered, the person shall be registered as provided  in

division (C)(2) of this section and sent a confirmation notice  by forwardable mail. If the person fails

to respond to the  confirmation notice, update the person's registration, or vote by  provisional ballot

as provided in division (C)(2) of this section  in any election during the period of two federal

elections  subsequent to the mailing of the confirmation notice, the person's  registration shall be

canceled.
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