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(A) For the purposes of regulating the  construction, maintenance, mechanical operation, and

inspection of  passenger tramways that are associated with ski areas and of  registering operators of

passenger tramways in this state, there  is hereby established in the division of industrial compliance

in  the department of commerce a ski tramway board to be appointed by  the governor, with the

advice and consent of the senate. The board  shall consist of three members, one of whom shall be a

public  member who is an experienced skier and familiar with ski areas in  this state, one of whom

shall be a ski area operator actively  engaged in the business of recreational skiing in this state, and

one of whom shall be a professional engineer who is knowledgeable  in the design or operation of

passenger tramways.

 

Of the initial appointments, one member shall be appointed  for a term of one year, one for a term of

two years, and one for a  term of three years. The member appointed to the term beginning on  July

1, 1996, shall be appointed to a term ending on June 30,  1997; the member appointed to a term

beginning on July 1, 1997,  shall be appointed to a term ending on June 30, 1999; and the  member

appointed to a term beginning on July 1, 1998, shall be  appointed to a term ending on June 30, 2001.

Thereafter, each of  the members shall be appointed for a term of six years. Each  member shall hold

office from the date of appointment until the  end of the term for which the member was appointed.

In the event  of a vacancy, the governor, with the advice and consent of the  senate, shall appoint a

successor who shall hold office for the  remainder of the term for which the successor's predecessor

was  appointed. A member shall continue in office subsequent to the  expiration date of the member's

term until the member's successor  takes office or until a period of sixty days has elapsed,  whichever

occurs first. The board shall elect a chairperson from  its members.

 

The governor may remove any member of the board at any time  for misfeasance, nonfeasance, or

malfeasance in office after  giving the member a copy of the charges against the member and an

opportunity to be heard publicly in person or by counsel in the  member's defense. Any such act of

removal by the governor is  final. A statement of the findings of the governor, the reason for  the

governor's action, and the answer, if any, of the member shall  be filed by the governor with the
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secretary of state and shall be  open to public inspection.

 

Members of the board shall be paid two hundred fifty dollars  for each meeting that the member

attends, except that no member  shall be paid or receive more than seven hundred fifty dollars for

attending meetings during any calendar year. Each member shall be  reimbursed for the member's

actual and necessary expenses incurred  in the performance of official board duties. The chairperson

shall  be paid two hundred fifty dollars annually in addition to any  compensation the chairperson

receives under this division for  attending meetings and any other compensation the chairperson

receives for serving on the board.

 

The division shall provide the board with such offices and  such clerical, professional, and other

assistance as may be  reasonably necessary for the board to carry on its work. The  division shall

maintain accurate copies of the board's rules as  promulgated in accordance with division (B) of this

section and  shall keep all of the board's records, including business records,  and inspection reports

as well as its own records and reports. The  cost of administering the board and conducting

inspections shall  be included in the budget of the division based on revenues  generated by the

registration fees established under section  4169.03 of the Revised Code.

 

(B) In accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, the  board shall adopt and may amend or

rescind rules relating to  public safety in the construction, maintenance, mechanical  operation, and

inspection of passenger tramways. The rules shall  be in accordance with established standards in the

business of ski  area operation, if any, and shall not discriminate in their  application to ski area

operators.

 

No person shall violate the rules of the board.

 

(C) The authority of the board shall not extend to any matter  relative to the operation of a ski area

other than the  construction, maintenance, mechanical operation, and inspection of  passenger

tramways.

 

(D) A majority of the board constitutes a quorum and may  perform and exercise all the duties and

powers devolving upon the  board.
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