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Ohio Revised Code 
Section 4510.17 Suspension of license for drug or OVI offense substantially
similar to state statute. 
Effective: April 9, 2025
Legislation: House Bill 29 (GA 135),  House Bill 37 (GA 135)
 
 

(A) The registrar of motor vehicles shall impose a class D suspension of the person's driver's license,

commercial driver's license, temporary instruction permit, probationary license, or nonresident

operating privilege for the period of time specified in division (B)(4) of section 4510.02 of the

Revised Code on any person who is a resident of this state and is convicted of or pleads guilty to a

violation of a statute of any other state or any federal statute that is substantially similar to section

2925.02, 2925.03, 2925.04, 2925.041, 2925.05, 2925.06, 2925.11, 2925.12, 2925.13, 2925.14,

2925.141, 2925.22, 2925.23, 2925.31, 2925.32, 2925.36, or 2925.37 of the Revised Code, provided

that the person's license, permit, or privilege is required to be suspended had the offense occurred in

this state. Upon receipt of a report from a court, court clerk, or other official of any other state or

from any federal authority that a resident of this state was convicted of or pleaded guilty to an

offense described in this division, the registrar shall send a notice by regular first class mail to the

person, at the person's last known address as shown in the records of the bureau of motor vehicles,

informing the person of the suspension, that the suspension will take effect twenty-one days from the

date of the notice, and that, if the person wishes to appeal the suspension or denial, the person must

file a notice of appeal within twenty-one days of the date of the notice requesting a hearing on the

matter. If the person requests a hearing, the registrar shall hold the hearing not more than forty days

after receipt by the registrar of the notice of appeal. The filing of a notice of appeal does not stay the

operation of the suspension that must be imposed pursuant to this division. The scope of the hearing

shall be limited to whether the person actually was convicted of or pleaded guilty to the offense for

which the suspension is to be imposed.

 

The suspension the registrar is required to impose under this division shall end either on the last day

of the class D suspension period or of the suspension of the person's nonresident operating privilege

imposed by the state or federal court, whichever is earlier.

 

The registrar shall subscribe to or otherwise participate in any information system or register, or

enter into reciprocal and mutual agreements with other states and federal authorities, in order to
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facilitate the exchange of information with other states and the United States government regarding

persons who plead guilty to or are convicted of offenses described in this division and therefore are

subject to the suspension or denial described in this division.

 

(B) The registrar shall impose a class D suspension of the person's driver's license, commercial

driver's license, temporary instruction permit, probationary license, or nonresident operating

privilege for the period of time specified in division (B)(4) of section 4510.02 of the Revised Code

on any person who is a resident of this state and is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation of a

statute of any other state or a municipal ordinance of a municipal corporation located in any other

state that is substantially similar to section 4511.19 of the Revised Code. Upon receipt of a report

from another state made pursuant to section 4510.61 of the Revised Code indicating that a resident of

this state was convicted of or pleaded guilty to an offense described in this division, the registrar

shall send a notice by regular first class mail to the person, at the person's last known address as

shown in the records of the bureau of motor vehicles, informing the person of the suspension, that

the suspension or denial will take effect twenty-one days from the date of the notice, and that, if the

person wishes to appeal the suspension, the person must file a notice of appeal within twenty-one

days of the date of the notice requesting a hearing on the matter. If the person requests a hearing, the

registrar shall hold the hearing not more than forty days after receipt by the registrar of the notice of

appeal. The filing of a notice of appeal does not stay the operation of the suspension that must be

imposed pursuant to this division. The scope of the hearing shall be limited to whether the person

actually was convicted of or pleaded guilty to the offense for which the suspension is to be imposed.

 

The suspension the registrar is required to impose under this division shall end either on the last day

of the class D suspension period or of the suspension of the person's nonresident operating privilege

imposed by the state or federal court, whichever is earlier.

 

(C) The registrar shall impose a class D suspension of the child's driver's license, commercial driver's

license, temporary instruction permit, or nonresident operating privilege for the period of time

specified in division (B)(4) of section 4510.02 of the Revised Code on any child who is a resident of

this state and is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation of a statute of any other state or any

federal statute that is substantially similar to section 2925.02, 2925.03, 2925.04, 2925.041, 2925.05,

2925.06, 2925.11, 2925.12, 2925.13, 2925.14, 2925.141, 2925.22, 2925.23, 2925.31, 2925.32,

2925.36, or 2925.37 of the Revised Code, provided the child's license, permit, or privilege is
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required to be suspended had the offense occurred in this state. Upon receipt of a report from a court,

court clerk, or other official of any other state or from any federal authority that a child who is a

resident of this state was convicted of or pleaded guilty to an offense described in this division, the

registrar shall send a notice by regular first class mail to the child, at the child's last known address as

shown in the records of the bureau of motor vehicles, informing the child of the suspension, that the

suspension or denial will take effect twenty-one days from the date of the notice, and that, if the

child wishes to appeal the suspension, the child must file a notice of appeal within twenty-one days

of the date of the notice requesting a hearing on the matter. If the child requests a hearing, the

registrar shall hold the hearing not more than forty days after receipt by the registrar of the notice of

appeal. The filing of a notice of appeal does not stay the operation of the suspension that must be

imposed pursuant to this division. The scope of the hearing shall be limited to whether the child

actually was convicted of or pleaded guilty to the offense for which the suspension is to be imposed.

 

The suspension the registrar is required to impose under this division shall end either on the last day

of the class D suspension period or of the suspension of the child's nonresident operating privilege

imposed by the state or federal court, whichever is earlier. If the child is a resident of this state who

is sixteen years of age or older and does not have a current, valid Ohio driver's or commercial

driver's license or permit, the notice shall inform the child that the child will be denied issuance of a

driver's or commercial driver's license or permit for six months beginning on the date of the notice. If

the child has not attained the age of sixteen years on the date of the notice, the notice shall inform the

child that the period of denial of six months shall commence on the date the child attains the age of

sixteen years.

 

The registrar shall subscribe to or otherwise participate in any information system or register, or

enter into reciprocal and mutual agreements with other states and federal authorities, in order to

facilitate the exchange of information with other states and the United States government regarding

children who are residents of this state and plead guilty to or are convicted of offenses described in

this division and therefore are subject to the suspension or denial described in this division.

 

(D) The registrar shall impose a class D suspension of the child's driver's license, commercial

driver's license, temporary instruction permit, probationary license, or nonresident operating

privilege for the period of time specified in division (B)(4) of section 4510.02 of the Revised Code

on any child who is a resident of this state and is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation of a
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statute of any other state or a municipal ordinance of a municipal corporation located in any other

state that is substantially similar to section 4511.19 of the Revised Code. Upon receipt of a report

from another state made pursuant to section 4510.61 of the Revised Code indicating that a child who

is a resident of this state was convicted of or pleaded guilty to an offense described in this division,

the registrar shall send a notice by regular first class mail to the child, at the child's last known

address as shown in the records of the bureau of motor vehicles, informing the child of the

suspension, that the suspension will take effect twenty-one days from the date of the notice, and that,

if the child wishes to appeal the suspension, the child must file a notice of appeal within twenty-one

days of the date of the notice requesting a hearing on the matter. If the child requests a hearing, the

registrar shall hold the hearing not more than forty days after receipt by the registrar of the notice of

appeal. The filing of a notice of appeal does not stay the operation of the suspension that must be

imposed pursuant to this division. The scope of the hearing shall be limited to whether the child

actually was convicted of or pleaded guilty to the offense for which the suspension is to be imposed.

 

The suspension the registrar is required to impose under this division shall end either on the last day

of the class D suspension period or of the suspension of the child's nonresident operating privilege

imposed by the state or federal court, whichever is earlier. If the child is a resident of this state who

is sixteen years of age or older and does not have a current, valid Ohio driver's or commercial

driver's license or permit, the notice shall inform the child that the child will be denied issuance of a

driver's or commercial driver's license or permit for six months beginning on the date of the notice. If

the child has not attained the age of sixteen years on the date of the notice, the notice shall inform the

child that the period of denial of six months shall commence on the date the child attains the age of

sixteen years.

 

(E)(1) Any person whose license or permit has been suspended pursuant to this section may file a

petition in the municipal or county court, or in case the person is under eighteen years of age, the

juvenile court, in whose jurisdiction the person resides, requesting limited driving privileges and

agreeing to pay the cost of the proceedings. Except as provided in division (E)(2) or (3) of this

section, the judge may grant the person limited driving privileges during the period during which the

suspension otherwise would be imposed for any of the purposes set forth in division (A) of section

4510.021 of the Revised Code.

 

(2) No judge shall grant limited driving privileges for employment as a driver of a commercial motor
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vehicle to any person who would be disqualified from operating a commercial motor vehicle under

section 4506.16 of the Revised Code if the violation had occurred in this state.

 

(3) No judge shall grant limited driving privileges during any of the following periods of time:

 

(a) The first fifteen days of a suspension under division (B) or (D) of this section, if the person has

not been convicted within ten years of the date of the offense giving rise to the suspension under this

section of a violation of any of the following:

 

(i) Division (A) of section 4511.19 of the Revised Code, or a municipal ordinance relating to

operating a vehicle while under the influence of alcohol, a drug of abuse, or alcohol and a drug of

abuse;

 

(ii) A municipal ordinance relating to operating a motor vehicle with a prohibited concentration of

alcohol, a controlled substance, or a metabolite of a controlled substance in the whole blood, blood

serum or plasma, breath, or urine;

 

(iii) Section 2903.04 of the Revised Code in a case in which the person was subject to the sanctions

described in division (D) of that section;

 

(iv) Division (A)(1) of section 2903.06 or division (A)(1) of section 2903.08 of the Revised Code or

a municipal ordinance that is substantially similar to either of those divisions;

 

(v) Division (A)(2), (3), or (4) of section 2903.06, division (A)(2) of section 2903.08, or as it existed

prior to March 23, 2000, section 2903.07 of the Revised Code, or a municipal ordinance that is

substantially similar to any of those divisions or that former section, in a case in which the jury or

judge found that the person was under the influence of alcohol, a drug of abuse, or alcohol and a

drug of abuse.

 

(b) The first forty-five days of a suspension under division (B) or (D) of this section, if the person

has been convicted one time within ten years of the date of the offense giving rise to the suspension

under this section of any violation identified in division (E)(3)(a) of this section.
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(c) The first one hundred eighty days of a suspension under division (B) or (D) of this section, if the

person has been convicted two times within ten years of the date of the offense giving rise to the

suspension under this section of any violation identified in division (E)(3)(a) of this section.

 

(d) The first three years of a suspension under division (B) or (D) of this section, if the person has

been convicted three or more times within ten years of the date of the offense giving rise to a

suspension under division (B) or (D) of this section of any violation identified in division (E)(3)(a)

of this section.

 

(4) In accordance with section 4510.022 of the Revised Code, a person may petition for, and a judge

may grant, unlimited driving privileges with a certified ignition interlock device during the period of

suspension imposed under division (B) or (D) of this section to a person described in division

(E)(3)(a) of this section.

 

(5) If a person petitions for limited driving privileges under division (E)(1) of this section or

unlimited driving privileges with a certified ignition interlock device as provided in division (E)(4)

of this section, the registrar shall be represented by the county prosecutor of the county in which the

person resides if the petition is filed in a juvenile court or county court, except that if the person

resides within a city or village that is located within the jurisdiction of the county in which the

petition is filed, the city director of law or village solicitor of that city or village shall represent the

registrar. If the petition is filed in a municipal court, the registrar shall be represented as provided in

section 1901.34 of the Revised Code.

 

(6)(a) In issuing an order granting limited driving privileges under division (E)(1) of this section, the

court may impose any condition it considers reasonable and necessary to limit the use of a vehicle by

the person. The court shall deliver to the person a copy of the order setting forth the time, place, and

other conditions limiting the person's use of a motor vehicle. Unless division (E)(6)(b) of this section

applies, the grant of limited driving privileges shall be conditioned upon the person's having the

order in the person's possession at all times during which the person is operating a vehicle.

 

(b) If, under the order, the court requires the use of an immobilizing or disabling device as a

condition of the grant of limited or unlimited driving privileges, the person shall present to the

registrar or to a deputy registrar the copy of the order granting limited driving privileges and a
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certificate affirming the installation of an immobilizing or disabling device that is in a form

established by the director of public safety and is signed by the person who installed the device.

Upon presentation of the order and the certificate to the registrar or a deputy registrar, the registrar or

deputy registrar shall issue to the offender a restricted license, unless the offender's driver's or

commercial driver's license or permit is suspended under any other provision of law and limited

driving privileges have not been granted with regard to that suspension. A restricted license issued

under this division shall be identical to an Ohio driver's license, except that it shall have printed on

its face a statement that the offender is prohibited from operating any motor vehicle that is not

equipped with an immobilizing or disabling device in violation of the order.

 

(7)(a) Unless division (E)(7)(b) applies, a person granted limited driving privileges who operates a

vehicle for other than limited purposes, in violation of any condition imposed by the court or without

having the order in the person's possession, is guilty of a violation of section 4510.11 of the Revised

Code.

 

(b) No person who has been granted limited or unlimited driving privileges under division (E) of this

section subject to an immobilizing or disabling device order shall operate a motor vehicle prior to

obtaining a restricted license. Any person who violates this prohibition is subject to the penalties

prescribed in section 4510.14 of the Revised Code.

 

(c) The offenses established under division (E)(7) of this section are strict liability offenses and

section 2901.20 of the Revised Code does not apply.

 

(F) The provisions of division (A)(8) of section 4510.13 of the Revised Code apply to a person who

has been granted limited or unlimited driving privileges with a certified ignition interlock device

under this section and who either commits an ignition interlock device violation as defined under

section 4510.46 of the Revised Code or operates a motor vehicle that is not equipped with a certified

ignition interlock device.

 

(G) Any person whose license or permit has been suspended under division (A) or (C) of this section

may file a petition in the municipal or county court, or in case the person is under eighteen years of

age, the juvenile court, in whose jurisdiction the person resides, requesting the termination of the

suspension and agreeing to pay the cost of the proceedings. If the court, in its discretion, determines
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that a termination of the suspension is appropriate, the court shall issue an order to the registrar to

terminate the suspension. Upon receiving such an order, the registrar shall reinstate the license.

 

(H) As used in divisions (C) and (D) of this section:

 

(1) "Child" means a person who is under the age of eighteen years, except that any person who

violates a statute or ordinance described in division (C) or (D) of this section prior to attaining

eighteen years of age shall be deemed a "child" irrespective of the person's age at the time the

complaint or other equivalent document is filed in the other state or a hearing, trial, or other

proceeding is held in the other state on the complaint or other equivalent document, and irrespective

of the person's age when the period of license suspension or denial prescribed in division (C) or (D)

of this section is imposed.

 

(2) "Is convicted of or pleads guilty to" means, as it relates to a child who is a resident of this state,

that in a proceeding conducted in a state or federal court located in another state for a violation of a

statute or ordinance described in division (C) or (D) of this section, the result of the proceeding is

any of the following:

 

(a) Under the laws that govern the proceedings of the court, the child is adjudicated to be or admits

to being a delinquent child or a juvenile traffic offender for a violation described in division (C) or

(D) of this section that would be a crime if committed by an adult;

 

(b) Under the laws that govern the proceedings of the court, the child is convicted of or pleads guilty

to a violation described in division (C) or (D) of this section;

 

(c) Under the laws that govern the proceedings of the court, irrespective of the terminology utilized

in those laws, the result of the court's proceedings is the functional equivalent of division (H)(2)(a)

or (b) of this section.
 
 
The Legislative Service Commission presents the text of this section as a composite of the section as amended

by multiple acts of the General Assembly. This presentation recognizes the principle stated in R.C. 1.52(B)

that amendments are to be harmonized if reasonably capable of simultaneous operation.
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