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Ohio Revised Code 
Section 4510.22 Suspension of license for failure to appear or to pay fine. 
Effective: April 9, 2025
Legislation: House Bill 29
 
 

(A) If a person who has a current valid Ohio driver's, commercial driver's license, or temporary

instruction permit is charged with a violation of any provision in sections 4503.11, 4503.12,

4503.182, 4503.21, 4507.02, 4507.05, 4507.35, 4510.11, 4510.111, 4510.12, 4510.16, 4510.21,

4511.01 to 4511.76, 4511.81, 4511.82, 4511.84, 4513.01 to 4513.65, or 4549.01 to 4549.65 of the

Revised Code or with a violation of any substantially equivalent municipal ordinance and if the

person fails to appear in court at the required time and place to answer the charge, the court may

declare the forfeiture of the person's license. Thirty days after such a declaration of forfeiture, the

court shall inform the registrar of motor vehicles of the forfeiture by entering information relative to

the forfeiture on a form approved and furnished by the registrar and sending the form to the registrar.

The court also shall forward the person's license, if it is in the possession of the court, to the registrar.

 

The registrar shall impose a class F suspension of the person's driver's or commercial driver's license,

or temporary instruction permit for the period of time specified in division (B)(6) of section 4510.02

of the Revised Code on any person who is named in a declaration received by the registrar under this

section. The registrar shall send written notification of the suspension to the person at the person's

last known address and, if the person is in possession of the license, order the person to surrender the

person's license or permit to the registrar within forty-eight hours.

 

No valid driver's or commercial driver's license shall be granted to the person after the suspension,

unless the court having jurisdiction of the offense that led to the suspension orders that the forfeiture

be terminated. The court shall order the termination of the forfeiture if the person thereafter appears

to answer the charge. The court shall inform the registrar of the termination of the forfeiture by

entering information relative to the termination on a form approved and furnished by the registrar

and sending the form to the registrar. The person shall pay to the registrar of motor vehicles or an

eligible deputy registrar a twenty-five-dollar reinstatement fee. In addition, each deputy registrar

shall collect a service fee of ten dollars to compensate the deputy registrar for services performed

under this section. The deputy registrar shall retain eight dollars of the service fee and shall transmit

the reinstatement fee, plus two dollars of the service fee, to the registrar in the manner the registrar
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shall determine. The registrar shall deposit fifteen dollars of the reinstatement fee into the state

treasury to the credit of the public safety - highway purposes fund created by section 4501.06 of the

Revised Code to cover the costs of the bureau in administering this section and shall deposit ten

dollars of the fee into the state treasury to the credit of the indigent defense support fund created by

section 120.08 of the Revised Code.

 

(B) In addition to suspending the driver's or commercial driver's license or permit of the person

named in a declaration of forfeiture, the registrar, upon receipt from the court of the copy of the

declaration of forfeiture, shall take any measures that may be necessary to ensure that neither the

registrar nor any deputy registrar accepts any application for the registration or transfer of

registration of any motor vehicle owned or leased by the person named in the declaration of

forfeiture. However, for a motor vehicle leased by a person named in a declaration of forfeiture, the

registrar shall not implement the preceding sentence until the registrar adopts procedures for that

implementation under section 4503.39 of the Revised Code. The period of denial of registration or

transfer shall continue until such time as the court having jurisdiction of the offense that led to the

suspension orders the forfeiture be terminated. Upon receipt by the registrar of an order terminating

the forfeiture, the registrar also shall take any measures that may be necessary to permit the person to

register a motor vehicle owned or leased by the person or to transfer the registration of such a motor

vehicle, if the person later makes application to take such action and otherwise is eligible to register

the motor vehicle or to transfer its registration.

 

The registrar shall not be required to give effect to any declaration of forfeiture or order terminating

a forfeiture provided by a court under this section unless the information contained in the declaration

or order is transmitted to the registrar by means of an electronic transfer system. The registrar shall

not restore the person's driving or vehicle registration privileges until the person pays the

reinstatement fee as provided in this section.
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