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(A)(1) Except as provided in division (B) of this section, any operator of a commercial motor

vehicle, upon approaching a scale location established for the purpose of determining the weight of

the vehicle and its load, shall comply with any traffic control device or the order of a peace officer

directing the vehicle to proceed to be weighed or otherwise inspected.

 

(2) Any operator of a commercial motor vehicle, upon bypassing a scale location in accordance with

division (B) of this section, shall comply with an order of a peace officer to stop the vehicle to verify

the use and operation of an electronic clearance device.

 

(B) Any operator of a commercial motor vehicle that is equipped with an electronic clearance device

authorized by the superintendent of the state highway patrol under section 4549.081 of the Revised

Code may bypass a scale location, regardless of the instruction of a traffic control device to enter the

scale facility, if either of the following apply:

 

(1) The in-cab transponder displays a green light or other affirmative visual signal and also sounds

an affirmative audible signal;

 

(2) Any other criterion established by the superintendent by rule is met.

 

(C) Any peace officer may order the operator of a commercial motor vehicle that bypasses a scale

location to stop the vehicle to verify the use and operation of an electronic clearance device.

 

(D) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one

year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of

division (A) of this section, whoever violates that division is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth

degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded

guilty to two or more violations of division (A) of this section, whoever violates division (A) is

guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.
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If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing

factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established

under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code.

 

(E) As used in this section and in section 4549.081 of the Revised Code, "commercial motor vehicle"

means any combination of vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating or an actual gross vehicle

weight of more than ten thousand pounds if the vehicle is used in interstate or intrastate commerce to

transport property and also means any vehicle that is transporting hazardous materials for which

placarding is required pursuant to 49 C.F.R. Parts 100 to 180.
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