AUTHENTICATED,

OHIO LEGISLATIVE SERVICE
COMMISSION

DOCUMENT #281143

Ohio Revised Code
Section 4511.45 Right-of-way of public safety or coroner's vehicle.

Effective: January 1, 2004
Legidation: Senate Bill 123 - 124th General Assembly

(A)(1) Upon the approach of a public safety vehicle or coroner's vehicle, equipped with at least one
flashing, rotating or oscillating light visible under normal atmospheric conditions from a distance of
five hundred feet to the front of the vehicle and the driver is giving an audible signal by siren,
exhaust whistle, or bell, no driver of any other vehicle shall fail to yield the right-of-way,
immediately driveif practical to aposition parallel to, and as close as possible to, the right edge or
curb of the highway clear of any intersection, and stop and remain in that position until the public

safety vehicle or coroner's vehicle has passed, except when otherwise directed by a police officer.

(2) Upon the approach of a public safety vehicle or coroner's vehicle, as stated in division (A)(1) of
this section, no operator of any streetcar or trackless trolley shall fail to immediately stop the
streetcar or trackless trolley clear of any intersection and keep it in that position until the public
safety vehicle or coroner's vehicle has passed, except when otherwise directed by a police officer.

(B) This section does not relieve the driver of a public safety vehicle or coroner's vehicle from the
duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons and property upon the highway.

(C) Thissection appliesto acoroner's vehicle only when the vehicle is operated in accordance with
section 4513.171 of the Revised Code. Asused in this section, "coroner's vehicle" means avehicle
used by a coroner, deputy coroner, or coroner's investigator that is equipped with aflashing,
oscillating, or rotating red or blue light and a siren, exhaust whistle, or bell capable of giving an
audible signal.

(D) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates division (A)(1) or (2) of this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree on afirst offense. On a second offense
within one year after the first offense, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree, and,
on each subsequent offense within one year after the first offense, the person is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the second degree.
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