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(A) Neither the owner, the operator, or an employee of a funeral home nor the owner or operator of a

funeral escort vehicle is liable in damages in a civil action for injury, death, or loss to person or

property that allegedly arises from the movement of a funeral procession if either of the following

applies:

 

(1) The movement of the funeral procession is in accordance with section 4511.451 of the Revised

Code.

 

(2) The movement of the funeral procession generally is in accordance with section 4511.451 of the

Revised Code, but the operator of one or more motor vehicles that are in the procession, that are not

owned or operated by the owner, the operator, or an employee of the funeral home, and that are not

funeral escort vehicles fails to do either of the following and the injury, death, or loss to person or

property allegedly arose from that failure:

 

(a) Exercise due care as required by division (B) of section 4511.451 of the Revised Code;

 

(b) Comply with division (C) of section 4511.451 of the Revised Code, provided that the owner, the

operator, or an employee of the funeral home informed the motor vehicle operator of the

requirements and made the appropriate pennant available to the motor vehicle operator.

 

(B)(1) This section does not apply if the injury, death, or loss allegedly arose from any of the

following:

 

(a) The willful, wanton, or intentional acts or omissions of the owner, the operator, or an employee

of a funeral home or the owner or the operator of a funeral escort vehicle;

 

(b) The negligent or reckless acts or omissions in the operation of a motor vehicle by the owner, the

operator, or an employee of a funeral home or the owner or the operator of a funeral escort vehicle.
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(2) This section does not create a new cause of action or substantive legal right against an owner,

operator, or employee of a funeral home or an owner or operator of a funeral escort vehicle.

 

(3) This section does not affect any immunities from civil liability or defenses established by another

section of the Revised Code or any immunities from civil liability or defenses available at common

law to which an owner, operator, or employee of a funeral home or an owner or operator of a funeral

escort vehicle may be entitled.

 

(C) As used in this section:

 

(1) "Funeral home" has the same meaning as in section 4717.01 of the Revised Code.

 

(2) "Funeral procession" has the same meaning as in section 4511.451 of the Revised Code.
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