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(A) The department of public safety, by and with the advice of the superintendent of public

instruction, shall adopt and enforce rules relating to the construction, design, and equipment,

including lighting equipment required by section 4511.771 of the Revised Code, of all school buses

both publicly and privately owned and operated in this state.

 

(B) The department of education, by and with the advice of the director of public safety, shall adopt

and enforce rules relating to the operation of all vehicles used for pupil transportation.

 

(C) No person shall operate a vehicle used for pupil transportation within this state in violation of the

rules of the department of education or the department of public safety. No person, being the owner

thereof or having the supervisory responsibility therefor, shall permit the operation of a vehicle used

for pupil transportation within this state in violation of the rules of the department of education or the

department of public safety.

 

(D) The department of public safety shall adopt and enforce rules relating to the issuance of a license

under section 4511.763 of the Revised Code. The rules may relate to the condition of the equipment

to be operated; the liability and property damage insurance carried by the applicant; the posting of

satisfactory and sufficient bond; and such other rules as the director of public safety determines

reasonably necessary for the safety of the pupils to be transported.

 

(E) A chartered nonpublic school may own and operate, or contract with a vendor that supplies, a

vehicle originally designed for not more than nine passengers, not including the driver, to transport

students to and from regularly scheduled school sessions when one of the following applies:

 

(1) A student's school district of residence has declared the transportation of the student impractical

pursuant to section 3327.02 of the Revised Code; or
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(2) A student does not live within thirty minutes of the chartered nonpublic school and the student's

school district is not required to transport the student under section 3327.01 of the Revised Code.

 

(F) As used in this section, "vehicle used for pupil transportation" means any vehicle that is

identified as such by the department of education by rule and that is subject to Chapter 3301-83 of

the Administrative Code.

 

(G) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor

misdemeanor. If the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one or more

violations of this section or section 4511.63, 4511.761, 4511.762, 4511.764, 4511.77, or 4511.79 of

the Revised Code or a municipal ordinance that is substantially similar to any of those sections,

whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.
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