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Ohio Revised Code 
Section 4731.25 Administrative rules for treatment providers for impaired
practitioners. 
Effective: September 6, 2012
Legislation: House Bill 292 - 129th General Assembly
 
 

The state medical board, in accordance with  Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, shall adopt and may

amend and  rescind rules establishing standards for approval of physicians  and facilities as treatment

providers for impaired practitioners  who are regulated under this chapter or Chapter 4730., 4760.,

4762.,  4774., or 4778. of the Revised Code. The rules shall  include standards for both inpatient and

outpatient treatment.  The  rules shall provide that in order to be approved, a treatment  provider

must have the capability of making an initial examination  to determine what type of treatment an

impaired practitioner  requires.  Subject to the rules, the board shall review and approve  treatment

providers on a regular basis.  The board, at its  discretion, may withdraw or deny approval subject to

the rules.

 

An approved impaired practitioner treatment provider shall:

 

(A)  Report to the board the name of any practitioner  suffering or showing evidence of suffering

impairment as described  in division (B)(5) of section 4730.25 of the Revised Code,  division (B)(26)

of section 4731.22 of the Revised Code, division  (B)(6) of section 4760.13 of the Revised Code,

division (B)(6) of  section 4762.13 of the Revised Code,  division (B)(6) of section  4774.13 of the

Revised Code, or division (B)(6) of section 4778.14  of the Revised Code who fails to comply within

one week with a  referral for examination;

 

(B)  Report to the board the name of any impaired practitioner  who fails to enter treatment within

forty-eight hours following  the provider's determination that the practitioner needs  treatment;

 

(C)  Require every practitioner who enters treatment to agree  to a treatment contract establishing the

terms of treatment and  aftercare, including any required supervision or restrictions of  practice

during treatment or aftercare;

 

(D)  Require a practitioner to suspend practice upon entry  into any required inpatient treatment;
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(E)  Report to the board any failure by an impaired  practitioner to comply with the terms of the

treatment contract  during inpatient or outpatient treatment or aftercare;

 

(F)  Report to the board the resumption of practice of any  impaired practitioner before the treatment

provider has made a  clear determination that the practitioner is capable of practicing  according to

acceptable and prevailing standards of care;

 

(G)  Require a practitioner who resumes practice after  completion of treatment to comply with an

aftercare contract that  meets the requirements of rules adopted by the board for approval  of

treatment providers;

 

(H)  Report the identity of any practitioner practicing under  the terms of an aftercare contract to

hospital administrators,  medical chiefs of staff, and chairpersons of impaired practitioner

committees of all health care institutions at which the  practitioner holds clinical privileges or

otherwise practices.  If  the practitioner does not hold clinical privileges at any health  care

institution, the treatment provider shall report the  practitioner's identity to the impaired practitioner

committee of  the county medical society, osteopathic academy, or podiatric  medical association in

every county in which the practitioner  practices.  If there are no impaired practitioner committees in

the  county, the treatment provider shall report the practitioner's  identity to the president or other

designated member of the county  medical society, osteopathic academy, or podiatric medical

association.

 

(I)  Report to the board the identity of any practitioner who  suffers a relapse at any time during or

following aftercare.

 

Any individual authorized to practice under this chapter who  enters into treatment by an approved

treatment provider shall be  deemed to have waived any confidentiality requirements that would

otherwise prevent the treatment provider from making reports  required under this section.

 

In the absence of fraud or bad faith, no person or  organization that conducts an approved impaired

practitioner  treatment program, no member of such an organization, and no  employee,

representative, or agent of the treatment provider shall  be held liable in damages to any person by
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reason of actions taken  or recommendations made by the treatment provider or its  employees,

representatives, or agents.
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