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(A)(1) If a limited home rule government is adopted pursuant to section 504.02 of the Revised Code,

it shall remain in effect for at least three years except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this

section. At the end of that period, if the board of township trustees determines that that government

is not in the best interests of the township, it may adopt a resolution causing the board of elections to

submit to the electors of the unincorporated area of the township the question of whether the

township should continue the limited home rule government. The question shall be voted upon at the

next general election occurring at least ninety days after the certification of the resolution to the

board of elections. After certification of the resolution, the board of elections shall submit the

question to the electors of the unincorporated area of the township, and the ballot language shall be

substantially as follows:

 

"Shall the township of ___________ (name) continue the limited home rule government under which

it is operating?

 

_____ For continuation of the limited home rule government

 

_____ Against continuation of the limited home rule government"

 

(2)(a) At least forty-five days before the election on the question of continuing the limited home rule

government, the board of township trustees shall have notice of the election published once a week

for two consecutive weeks using at least one of the following methods:

 

(i) In the print or digital edition of a newspaper of general circulation in the township;

 

(ii) On the official public notice web site established under section 125.182 of the Revised Code;

 

(iii) On the web site and social media account of the township
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The board shall have the notice posted in five conspicuous places in the unincorporated area of the

township.

 

(b) If a board of elections operates and maintains a web site, notice of the election shall be posted on

that web site for at least thirty days before the election on the question of continuing the limited

home rule government.

 

(B) The electors of a township that has adopted a limited home rule government may propose at any

time by initiative petition, in accordance with section 504.14 of the Revised Code, a resolution

submitting to the electors in the unincorporated area of the township, in an election, the question set

forth in division (A)(1) of this section.

 

(C) If a majority of the votes cast under division (A) or (B) of this section on the proposition of

continuing the limited home rule government is in the negative, that government is terminated

effective on the first day of January immediately following the election, and a limited home rule

government shall not be adopted in the unincorporated area of the township pursuant to section

504.02 of the Revised Code for at least three years after that date.

 

(D) If a limited home rule government is terminated under this section, the board of township

trustees immediately shall adopt a resolution repealing all resolutions adopted pursuant to this

chapter that are not authorized by any other section of the Revised Code outside this chapter,

effective on the first day of January immediately following the election described in division (A) or

(B) of this section. However, no resolution adopted under this division shall affect or impair the

obligations of the township under any security issued or contracts entered into by the township in

connection with the financing of any water supply facility or sewer improvement under sections

504.18 to 504.20 of the Revised Code or the authority of the township to collect or enforce any

assessments or other revenues constituting security for or source of payments of debt service charges

of those securities.

 

(E) Upon the termination of a limited home rule government under this section, if the township had

converted its board of township trustees to a five-member board before September 26, 2003, the

current board member who received the lowest number of votes of the current board members who

were elected at the most recent election for township trustees, and the current board member who
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received the lowest number of votes of the current board members who were elected at the second

most recent election for township trustees, shall cease to be township trustees on the date that the

limited home rule government terminates. Their offices likewise shall cease to exist at that time, and

the board shall continue as a three-member board as provided in section 505.01 of the Revised Code.
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