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(A)(1) A person who is served with a citation pursuant to division (B) of section 504.06 of the
Revised Code shall answer the charge by personal appearance before, or by mail addressed
to, the township fiscal officer, who shall immediately notify the township law director. An
answer shall be made within fourteen days after the citation is served upon the person and
shall be in one of the following forms:

(a) An admission that the person committed the violation, by payment of any fine arising from
the violation. Payment of a fine pursuant to division (A)(1)(a) of this section shall be payable
to the fiscal officer of the township and deposited by the fiscal officer into the township
general fund.

(b) A denial that the person committed the violation.

(2) Whenever a person pays a fine pursuant to division (A)(1)(a) of this section or whenever a
person answers by denying the violation or does not submit payment of the fine within the
time required by division (A)(1) of this section, the township fiscal officer shall notify the court
having jurisdiction over the violation.

(B) If a person answers by denying the violation or does not submit payment of the fine within
the time required by division (A)(1) of this section, the court having jurisdiction over the
violation shall, upon receiving the notification required by division (A)(2) of this section,
schedule a hearing on the violation and send notice of the date and time of the hearing to the
person charged with the violation and to the township law director. If the person charged with
the violation fails to appear for the scheduled hearing, the court may hold the person in
contempt, or issue a summons or a warrant for the person's arrest pursuant to Criminal Rule
4. If the court issues a summons and the person charged with the violation fails to appear, the
court may enter a default judgment against the person and require the person to pay the fine
arising from the violation.

(C) The court shall hold the scheduled hearing in accordance with the Rules of Civil
Procedure and the rules of the court, and shall determine whether the township has
established, by a preponderance of the evidence, that the person committed the violation. If
the court determines that the person committed the violation, it shall enter a judgment against
the person requiring the person to pay the fine arising from the violation.
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If the court determines that the township has not established, by a preponderance of the
evidence, that the person committed the violation, the court shall enter judgment against the
township whose resolution allegedly was violated, shall dismiss the charge of the violation
against the person, and shall assess costs against the township.

(D) Payment of any judgment or default judgment entered against a person pursuant to this
section shall be made to the clerk of the court that entered the judgment, within ten days after
the date of entry. All money paid in satisfaction of a judgment or default judgment shall be
disbursed by the clerk as required by law, and the clerk shall enter the fact of payment of the
money and its disbursement in the records of the court. If payment of a judgment or default
judgment is not made within this time period, execution may be levied, and such other
measures may be taken for its collection as are authorized for the collection of an unpaid
money judgment in a civil action rendered in that court. The municipal or county court shall
assess costs against the judgment debtor, to be paid upon satisfaction of the judgment.

(E) Any person against whom a judgment or default judgment is entered pursuant to this
section and any township against which a judgment is entered pursuant to this section may
appeal the judgment or default judgment to the court of appeals within whose territorial
jurisdiction the resolution allegedly was violated. An appeal shall be made by filing a notice of
appeal with the trial court and with the court of appeals within thirty days after the entry of
judgment by the trial court and by the payment of reasonable costs as the court requires.
Upon the filing of an appeal, the court shall schedule a hearing date and notify the parties of
the date, time, and place of the hearing. The hearing shall be held by the court in accordance
with the rules of the court. Service of a notice of appeal under this division does not stay
enforcement and collection of the judgment or default judgment from which appeal is taken by
the person unless the person who files the appeal posts bond with the trial court, in the
amount of the judgment, plus court costs, at or before service of the notice of appeal.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the judgment on appeal of the court of appeals is
final.
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