AUTHENTICATED,

OHIO LEGISLATIVE SERVICE
COMMISSION

DOCUMENT #510225

Ohio Revised Code

Section 955.01 [Former R.C. 955.02, amended and renumbered by H.B. 247,
136th General Assembly, effective 03/20/2026] Definitions.

Effective: March 20, 2026
Legislation: House Bill 247 - 136th General Assembly

Asused in this chapter:

(A) "Vicious dog" means a dog that has been designated as such in accordance with section 955.23
of the Revised Code or adog that has previously engaged in a vicious dog act when evidence of such
engagement is presented to a court and the court determines that the dog has engaged in a previous

vicious dog act.

(B) "Dangerous dog" means a dog that has been designated as such in accordance with section
955.23 of the Revised Code or adog that has previously engaged in a dangerous dog act when
evidence of such engagement is presented to a court and the court determines that the dog has

engaged in a previous dangerous dog act.

(C) "Nuisance dog" means a dog that has been designated as such in accordance with section 955.23
of the Revised Code or adog that has previously engaged in a nuisance dog act when evidence of
such engagement is presented to a court and the court determines that the dog has engaged in a

previous nuisance dog act.

(D) "Nuisance dog act," "dangerous dog act,” and "vicious dog act" have the same meanings asin
section 955.22 of the Revised Code.

(E) "Police dog" means a dog that has been trained, and may be used, to assist one or more law

enforcement officers in the performance of their officia duties.

(F) "Dog kennel" or "kennel" means an establishment that keeps, houses, and maintains adult dogs,
as defined in section 956.01 of the Revised Code, for the purpose of breeding the dogs for afee or
other consideration received through a sale, exchange, or lease and that is not a high volume breeder
licensed under Chapter 956. of the Revised Code.
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